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ENVIRONMENTAL CLEANUP 

Buyers showing interest in Games & Lanes 


By Michael J. Ballway 

mballway@turley. com 

“More than a couple” potential 
buyers are considering purchas¬ 
ing Games and Lanes, the long¬ 
time eyesore’s owner said this 
week. 

David Peter, who bought the 
property in October 2015, said 
this week that the former bowl¬ 


ing alley and fun center is “being 
looked at by various people,” but 
no hard offers have been made 
yet. The property was listed by 
Springfield-based commercial 
real estate broker NAI Plotkin 
about a month ago. 

Peter said the best use of the 
property would probably be to 
reopen it as a bowling alley and 
fun center. The 33,860 square foot 


building is structurally in good 
shape, Peter said. Though the roof 
has holes and the interior has suf¬ 
fered from 15 years of neglect and 
abuse by vandals and squatters, 
the foundation and load-bearing 
elements remain in good shape. 

He is confident he has the an¬ 
swer to the question that must 
be at the top of each developer’s 
list — is the site environmentally 


clean. 

Part of the reason Games and 
Lanes was abandoned over the 
past 15 years is that redevelop¬ 
ment would require cleanup of 
groundwater contamination 
caused by drycleaning chemicals, 
dating back to the site’s previous 
use as a uniform company. Peter 
said samplings of the groundwa¬ 
ter underneath the building, else¬ 


where on the 2.3-acre property 
and on adjoining properties this 
year have shown only “manage¬ 
able levels of contamination.” A 
second round of tests just fin¬ 
ished, he said; third and fourth 
rounds are planned for later in 
the year, to even out seasonal dif¬ 
ferences in groundwater levels. 
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FORMER YMCA 

Family center steadily 
growing membership 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 

gscibelli@turley. com 

Despite starting out their new 
venture at a difficult time of the 
year, the West of the River Fam¬ 
ily Center, located on Spring- 
field Street in Agawam, has been 
steadily growing in membership. 

Executive Director Andrew 
Melendez reports as of this week, 
the center has more than 500 
members, and the number is 
slowly growing each week. 

“We are getting people to sign 
up on a regular basis,” said Melen¬ 
dez. “We think once September 


starts and things really get going 
that we will be very successful.” 

Director of Operations Ryan 
Rackliffe said there has been 
steady traffic in the facility, which 
includes a small gym and activity 
and meeting rooms. He said the 
number of people inquiring and 
getting memberships has also 
continued through the summer. 

“I would say on average we are 
signing up about one new mem¬ 
ber a day,” said Rackliffe. “For the 
summer, I think that is excellent.” 

There are a number of pro¬ 
grams and exercise classes avail- 
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WADE PARK 



Workers last week tore up the basketball court at Wade Park. A new basketball 
court, parking and a playground will be installed by September. TURLEY PUBLICA¬ 
TIONS PHOTO BY MICHAEL J. BALLWAY 


New playground expected by Sept. 


By Michael J. Ballway 

mballway@turley. com 

Work has begun on the trans¬ 
formation of Wade Park, with 
the removal of the old basketball 
court last week. 

Sometime in the next two 
weeks, Parks Director Christo¬ 
pher Sparks hopes to see a paving 
company at work installing a new 
basketball court, paved parking 


lot and walkways at Wade, along 
with the completion of the pick- 
leball courts at Borgatti Field on 
River Road. 

The centerpiece of the Wade 
project is a new playground to 
be built on the Franklin Street 
park. Sparks said the town solic¬ 
ited proposals from playground 
equipment vendors and chose 
structures that are different from 
PARK I page 9 



Need a 


Alyssa Dombrowski of Agawam 
helps her 2-year-old daughter 
Kenley from the cab of an Aga¬ 
wam fire truck at National Night 
Out last week. More photos on 
page 8. TURLEY PUBLICATIONS PHOTOS 
BY MIKE LYDICK 


A crowd swarms the Massachu¬ 
setts State Police helicopter after 
it landed at School Street Park on 
Aug. 2 for National Night Out. 
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Grateful neighbors cooking meals for 
public safety officers this summer 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 

gscibelli@turley. com 


AGAWAM POLICE HEADQUARTER 



Shelley Borgatti-Reed delivers a meal to a police dispatcher as part of the Agawam “meal train” last 
month. SUBMITTED PHOTO 


With growing violence throughout the 
country putting public safety officers in the 
crossfire, some Agawam residents have de¬ 
cided to show their support. 

Angie Jordan, an event planner and 
involved in the medical field, last month 
started a “meal train” website to help out 
the Agawam police and fire departments. 

The train is set up online for a month, 
but Jordan is hopeful the random acts of 
kindness will continue to last throughout 
the year. 

“I was really looking for a way to help 
support the Police Department, with all the 
violence that has been going on,” she said. 
“We all need to be supporting our public 
safety officers. They put their lives on the 
line for us.” 

She’s using a website, mealtrain.com, 
which helps organize friends and family 
pitching in to donate food to a person or 
family unable to cook because of bereave¬ 
ment or some medical reason. 

The website gives details about the per¬ 
son or people food is sought for, how it can 
be delivered, and what is needed. It then 
lists dates people can sign up to volunteer. 

“I thought it would work it well to use 
this site,” said Jordan. “Police and firefight¬ 
ers need to eat while they are on shift, and 
they do not always have food readily avail¬ 
able to them. It’s a nice way to show support 
by giving them something they can use.” 

During the first two weeks of her en¬ 
deavor, Jordan found success getting vol¬ 
unteers to bring food to the police and fire 
buildings, during all three shifts of the day. 
Some food donors have made their own 
meals; some pick up food from a restaurant 
and deliver it, or arrange for a delivery. 

Among the restaurants making dona¬ 
tions, Jordan says EB’s and Bruno’s Pizzeria 


have made stops to deliver food. 

Donations can be as large as a full meal 
for people, or as simple as some snacks like 
bagels, Jordan said. 

“The officers are all so appreciative of 
whatever people bring,” Jordan said. 

She is hopeful that after the month us¬ 
ing the website expires this weekend, peo¬ 
ple will take it upon themselves to bring 
meals and snacks to the police and fire de¬ 
partments. 

The donations have been much appre¬ 
ciated by public safety officials, especially 
during nighttime hours. 

“We are very appreciative of the com¬ 
munity’s support,” said Deputy Fire Chief 
B.J. Calvi. “It’s really nice to see people com¬ 


ing out with these donations.” 

Anyone interested in getting involved 
can start by visiting www.mealtrain.com/ 
trains/w47rz for a list of open dates. 

Jordan reminds potential donors that 
for the police department, there are ap¬ 
proximately 20 officers and dispatchers on 
duty during the day shift, and about 12 on 
duty during the second and third shifts. 

At the Fire Department, there are about 
15 fire and EMS officers on duty during the 
day shift, and about eight during the sec¬ 
ond and third shifts. 

Anyone looking to bring something that 
is homemade should label what has been 
made, including key ingredients, so officers 
with allergies can be informed. 
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Register by Friday 
to vote in primary 

The town clerk’s office will be open 
for voter registration until 5 p.m. Fri¬ 
day, Aug. 19. This is the final day to 
register to vote in the Sept. 8 state pri¬ 
mary election. 

Absentee ballots are currently 
available at the clerk’s office. The last 
day to obtain an application for an ab¬ 
sentee ballot is Sept. 7 at noon. 

On primary election day, which 
falls on a Thursday, voting will be 
open 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. in the usual 
polling places in town. Ballots will in¬ 
clude candidates for representative in 
Congress, governor’s councilor, sher¬ 
iff, state senator and state representa¬ 
tive. Registered members of a party 
will be able to vote their party’s ballot 
only. Unenrolled voters can choose a 
ballot: Democratic, Green-Rainbow, 
Republican or United Independent. 

The clerk’s office is on the main lev¬ 
el at Town Hall, 36 Main St., Agawam. 
The office is open weekdays, 8:30 a.m. 
to 4:30 p.m. For more information, 
call 413-786-0400, ext. 8215. 


Lioness to host Mohegan Sun trip 


The Agawam Lioness Club is spon¬ 
soring a trip to Mohegan Sun on Sun¬ 
day, Sept. 11. The cost of the trip is $33, 
which includes the bus driver’s tip, a 
$15 food voucher and $15 free bet. The 
bus will leave from the Agawam High 


School parking lot at noon. 

Proceeds from this trip will be used 
for scholarships and various charities. 
To make a reservation, call Pat at 413- 
786-1782 or Rose at 413-786-5134 
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Urgent need at blood 
drive next Tuesday 

The summer months are among the most challenging 
times of the year to collect enough blood and platelet do¬ 
nations to meet patient needs. The Red Cross urges eligible 
donors to give in the final weeks of summer to help over¬ 
come a critical summer blood shortage. 

A blood drive will be held in Agawam from 1 to 7 p.m. on 
Tuesday, Aug. 16, at the Agawam Senior Center, 954 Main 
St. 

Donors of all blood types are urgently needed to help re¬ 
stock the shelves. In appreciation for helping to save lives, 
those who come to donate blood or platelets with the Red 
Cross now through Aug. 31 will receive a $5 Amazon.com 
gift card claim code. 

To schedule an appointment to donate, use the free 
Blood Donor App, visit redcrossblood.org or call 800-733- 
2767. Donation appointments and completion of a Rapid- 
Pass online health history questionnaire are encouraged to 
help reduce wait times. 


Vendors sought for Harvest Festival 

The Agawam Rotary Club is looking for 
vendors for its annual Harvest Festival to be 
held Saturday Oct. 15, at School Street Park. 

It will run from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. For further 
information, contact Sue deVillier at 413- 
427-7947 or sdevillier@bankesb.com. 
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Boldyga joins calls for hearing on AG’s gun ruling 


BOSTON — State Rep. Nicholas Boldy¬ 
ga, R-Southwick, was one of dozens of leg¬ 
islators who recently signed a letter asking 
for an oversight hearing “at the earliest pos¬ 
sible opportunity” on state Attorney Gen¬ 
eral Maura Healey’s decision to expand the 
state’s ban on assault weapons. 

“The attorney general’s actions have 
generated a great deal of confusion and 
uncertainty,” reads the letter from House 
Minority Leader Bradley Jones Jr., R-North 
Reading, and Senate Minority Leader 
Bruce Tarr, R-Gloucester. “We believe that 
an oversight hearing will not only help to 
address the many lingering questions that 
have been raised by the enforcement no¬ 
tice, but also will help to clarify whatever 
legislative action maybe necessary moving 
forward.” 

The letter follows legislation filed by 
state Sen. Donald Humason, R-Westfield, 
who is seeking to curtail the attorney gen¬ 
eral’s power to set regulations regarding the 
sale of firearms in Massachusetts. Boldyga 
is a cosponsor of the Humason’s bill. 

The backlash among legislators was 
prompted by Healey’s decision to reinter¬ 
pret state law to expand the number of 


firearms prohibited by the ban on “cop¬ 
ies” of assault weapons. In a press release, 
Boldyga said these firearms have been sold 
for years in Massachusetts, even after the 
assault weapon ban passed in 1998. 

“It is imperative that the citizens have 
input when changing long established 
rules and an oversight hearing on the re¬ 
cent enforcement notice issued by the at¬ 
torney general would allow citizens to have 
their say. This action occurred without leg¬ 
islative consultation, public comment, or 
prior notice. In my opinion, that is a com¬ 
pletely unacceptable abuse of her power to 
interpret laws enacted by the Legislature,” 
Boldyga said. “This issue is not one of pub¬ 
lic safety because these laws were enacted 
nearly two decades ago and have been in 
place since then. The fact that this inter¬ 
pretation caught citizens, the Legislature, 
and gun manufacturers off-guard is of great 
concern and a complete violation of public 
trust.” 

House and Senate Republicans had pre¬ 
viously written to the Attorney General on 
July 23, asking her to reconsider her position 
and rescind her enforcement notice. Eigh¬ 
teen Democrats signed on to that letter. 


Coming events ease transition to kindergarten 


The first day of kindergarten can be 
filled with joy and reservation. The Aga¬ 
wam Family and Community Program will 
host the following free events to help chil¬ 
dren prepare for their big day. 

Kindergarten Parent Cafe: Tuesday, 
Aug. 30, 6:30-8 p.m. Whether it’s a parent’s 
first or last child heading off to kindergar¬ 
ten, this time can be exciting, nerve-wrack¬ 
ing and emotional all at once. Topics will 
include first day tears and cheers. Attend¬ 
ees will learn some tricks from veteran par¬ 
ents and make new connections. This event 
will take place at the Agawam Senior Cen¬ 
ter dining room, 954 Main St. Registration 
is not required. 

Safety Bug bus safety: Wednesday, 
Aug. 31, 3:30 p.m. This annual event is co¬ 
ordinated by the GFWC Agawam Junior 
Women’s Club. First-time bus riders are 
invited to learn about bus safety from the 
Safety Bug and take a short bus ride. Each 
bus rider will leave with a new book cour¬ 


tesy of the Agawam Family and Commu¬ 
nity Program. This event will be held at the 
Agawam Public Library, 750 Cooper St. To 
register, visit www.agawamlibrary.org or 
call 413-789-1550, ext. 3. 

Kindergarten socials: Tuesday, Sept. 
6, 10 a.m. or 5:30 p.m. for Clifford Granger 
School and Robinson Park School students, 
and 11 a.m. or 6:30 p.m. for James Clark 
School and Benjamin Phelps School stu¬ 
dents. Parents and guardians are invited 
to bring students for a fun story time and 
a chance to make some new friends. Each 
student will leave with a new book courte¬ 
sy of the Agawam Family and Community 
Program. This event is offered to Agawam 
students entering kindergarten in Septem¬ 
ber and will be held at the Agawam Public 
Library, 750 Cooper St. Registration is not 
required. 

All event information is available at 
www.agawampublicschools.org under 
“Special Interests.” 


NOTICE 

ERRORS: Each advertis¬ 
er is requested to check 
their advertisement the 
first time it appears. 
This paper will not be 
responsible for more 
than one corrected in¬ 
sertion, nor will be li¬ 
able for any error in 
an advertisement to a 
greater extent than the 
cost of the space occu¬ 
pied by the item in the 
advertisement. 
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Runaway June and LOCASH are the featured 
performers at the Kix Country Night SummerFest 
concert Wednesday, Aug. 17, at School Street 
Park. SUBMITTED PHOTOS 

Country Night 
closes concert 
series next week 


Kix Country Night featuring Runaway 
June and LOCASH will be the featured per¬ 
formance at the Wednesday, Aug. 17, Sum¬ 
merFest concert. SummerFest is brought 
to the public free of charge by the Agawam 
Parks and Recreation Department, the Aga¬ 
wam Rotary Club and the Agawam Cultural 
Council, with support from local sponsors. 
The concert begins at 7 p.m. in the Darcy 
Davis Band Shell at School Street Park. In 
case of rain, the concert will be moved to 
the air-conditioned Agawam High School 
auditorium at 760 Cooper St. 

Runaway June, a new female trio con¬ 
sisting of the vocal stylings and musician- 
ship of Naomi Cooke, Hannah Mullhol- 
land and Jennifer Wayne, is receiving rave 
critical notices for their brand of organic 
and melodic country music and has been 
likened to a “Dixie Chicks for a new genera¬ 
tion.” 

It’s an exciting time to be LOCASH these 
days. The duo of Preston Brust and Chris 
Lucas have enjoyed hit singles, sold-out 
concerts, and have tasted the top of the 
chart as two quick-rising stars. Recently 
signing with Reviver Records, the duo is 


joining some of the biggest names in coun¬ 
try music. 

“We haven’t felt an energy like this since 
the day we began our journey,” said Brust. 
“This feels like it has all come together — 
the right label head, the right promo team. 
It finally feels like we’ve got all of our ducks 
in a row for the first time in our lives. We’ve 
been out there doing the grass roots thing 
for so long, and to feel it all come together, 
is so encouraging.” 

The 2016 concerts are brought to the 
public free of charge by the following 
corporate sponsors: Agawam Advertiser 
News/Turley Publications, Agawam Cultur¬ 
al Council, Agawam Lions Club, Agawam 
Parks 8c Recreation, Agawam Rotary Club, 
Allied Flooring and Paint, Berkshire Power, 
Bolduc’s Apparel, Canary Blomstrom Insur¬ 
ance Agency, Easthampton Savings Bank, 
Hector’s Auto Detailing, Insurance Center 
of New England, King Ward Coach Lines, 
Kix 100.9, Lucia Lumber, Main Street Deli, 
Moren Signs, OMG Inc., Quality Auto, Re¬ 
public Services, Sarat Ford, Ski Blandford, 
United Bank and Westfield Bank. 
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OUR VIEW 

Let’s talk about 
$26M question 

T he $26 million Early Childhood Center pro¬ 
posal deserves better than the runaround. 
School Committee members say it’s 
their job to identify the need and plan the spend¬ 
ing — without addressing whether the taxpayers 
of Agawam, already on the hook for an $8.5 million 
athletic fields project, have the stomach for another 
tax increase. Councilors say it’s their job to act on a 
proposal submitted by the mayor — and he hasn’t 
officially recommended raising taxes yet. The mayor 
says it’s his job to work with the council — and he’s 
not going to ask for $26 million until he knows the 
council will support it. 

In a legal sense, they may be right. 

In a political, moral and practical sense, however, 
all of these elected officials share one job above all 
the others: It’s their job to lead. 

This is the School Department’s proposal and they 
need to advocate for it. Up to this point, they’ve done 
a fine job convincing each other that an educational 
need exists for more and better learning spaces at 
the kindergarten and pre-K level. Now they need to 
convince the town’s voters and municipal officials 
that the project is worth $26 million of debt. 

The teachers and schools themselves can’t engage 
in political action, but nothing is stopping School 
Committee members and individual parents from 
organizing petitions, speaking publicly at council 
meetings, or writing letters to the editor to advocate 
directly to voters and put political pressure on the 
mayor and council. 

This is the costliest and most important public 
works proposal facing the mayor and council right 
now, and they need to take a stand on it. When the 
town’s largest department spends two decades asking 
for a new facility, then months working with archi¬ 
tects, then presents a $26 million plan, it shouldn’t be 
a surprise and they should have an opinion — or, at 
the very least, a list of questions they need answered 
before they can form an opinion. 

The mayor and the council president, who meet 
regularly to discuss the business items that appear 
on the council’s agenda, need to get on the same page 
and find a way to bring this project to a vote. Per¬ 
haps that means taking a controversial stand now. 
Perhaps that means a public hearing jointly hosted 
by the town’s executive and legislative branches, to 
further examine the project and gauge taxpayers’ 
reaction to it. Perhaps it means a workshop meeting 
involving the mayor, councilors and school officials, 
so that the mayor and councilors can be convinced, 
like the School Committee was, that this project is 
necessary. 

Perhaps the problem is simply that elected officials 
don’t want to be seen as raising taxes or shortchang¬ 
ing schoolchildren. If that’s the case, they should get 
out of the way and let the people decide by holding a 
special election referendum or putting the project on 
the 2017 town ballot — although that would mean a 
substantial delay and potential increase in cost. 

Agawam didn’t elect its School Committee, City 
Council and mayor to shy away from tough decisions 
and pass the buck among themselves. The proposal 
is on the table. It’s time for the leaders to lead. 

What do you think? Send your letter to the editor to 
aan@turley. com. 


Let us know 

The Agawam Advertiser News, your com¬ 
munity newspaper, welcomes letters, submis¬ 
sions, photographs and news tips from resi¬ 
dents of Agawam and Feeding Hills. 

The best way to contact us is by telephone, 
413-786-7747, or email, aan@turley.com. 

We can also be reached by fax at 413-786- 
8457 and by mail at Turley Publications, 380 
Union St., W. Springfield, MA 01089. 

Advertising Representative John Baskin can 
be reached at jbaskin@turley.com or 413-786- 
7747, ext. 305. 

Managing Editor Michael J. Ballway can be 
reached at mballway@turley.com or 413-786- 
7747, ext. 301. 

Sports Editor David Forbes can be reached 
at dforbes@turley.com or 413-283-8393, ext. 
237. 

Our office is open Monday through Thurs¬ 
day mornings, and other weekday times by ap¬ 
pointment. 



Olympic hurdles 
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Letters to the Editor 

Borgatti family touched by community support 


We would like to extend our sincere 
gratitude and appreciation to all of our 
relatives, friends, coworkers and acquain¬ 
tances for your thoughts, prayers, cards, 
gifts, generous donations, endless phone 
calls, kind words, messages of condolences 
and support we received during our be¬ 
reavement on the loss of our father, Ed Bor¬ 
gatti. The list of people we have to thank is 
long and that in and of itself is something 
we are thankful for. 

We would like to give special thanks to 
a few people that went above and beyond. 
Chief Eric Gillis and the Agawam Police De¬ 
partment, along with the Fire Department, 
Aldo Mancini, the Veterans Council and 
the Agawam DPW coordinated a beautiful 
tribute to our dad during the funeral pro¬ 
cession. Thank you to Fr. “Steve” Amo for an 
inspirational Mass. Along with Todd Rovelli 
coordinating the music arrangements and 
performances, the Mass at Sacred Heart 
Church was beyond expectations. 


Thank you to Kurt and Paula Welker of 
Fitness First / Club One for going above 
and beyond to make the reception after a 
memorable tribute to our dad. The recep¬ 
tion was catered by Mark Tansey and the 
staff of Partners. Mark went the extra mile 
to make sure everything was perfect and 
delicious and it was. Lastly, thank you to 
Mason and Ann from the Agawam Funeral 
Home. The funeral home was absolutely 
beautiful and their patience, cooperation, 
caring and professionalism was appreci¬ 
ated. 

It is really heartwarming to know that 
so many took the time out of their daily 
lives to honor our dad. We will never for¬ 
get it. We are blessed to live in such a caring 
community in a town that our dad loved so 
much. Thank you from the bottom of our 
hearts. 

Ed Borgatti, Shelley, Doug, 
Michael and Cassie Reed 


New ECC will benefit all citizens 


I am writing in support of moving for¬ 
ward as soon as possible with the construc¬ 
tion of an Early Childhood/Kindergarten 
Center for the Agawam Public Schools. 

The education of our youngest children 
is of equal or greater importance to the 
cost to the taxpayers. It is also important to 
recognize that the educational needs of all 
our elementary school children will be bet¬ 
ter met once the new center is constructed. 
Most people do not realize that space needs 
in schools today are vastly different from 
when many of us were in school, because of 
the greatly expanded special programs and 
services schools must now provide. Over¬ 
crowding and teaching or providing ser¬ 
vices in inadequate spaces is detrimental 
to our children receiving the high quality 
education we expect. 

The average cost for a new Early Child¬ 
hood/Kindergarten Center is estimated 


at $170 per year, per homeowner. This 
amounts to $3.27 per week. How many of 
us honestly cannot find a way to save $3.27 
per week? There are property tax exemp¬ 
tions available for seniors, veterans and 
people who are legally blind, who are with¬ 
in certain income and asset guidelines or 
other criteria, for cases in which this would 
be a genuine hardship. Information about 
these exemptions is available from the tax 
assessor’s office. 

Our children truly are our future. We 
will all benefit from having well educated 
citizens and leaders in the future. They will 
come from the students we educate today. 

I urge all residents of Agawam to have 
the vision to speak out for our children and 
ourselves. 

Corinne M. Wingard 

Agawam 


Another successful National Night Out 


The Agawam Police Department, in con¬ 
junction with the Office of the Mayor, would 
like to thank our community partners for 
their support and participation with mak¬ 
ing Agawam’s fourth annual National Night 
Out a success. The following is a list of our 
community partners that have either do¬ 
nated resources and/or their time: 

Mayor Richard Cohen, Chief Eric Gillis 
— Agawam Police Department, Chief Alan 
Sirois — Agawam Fire Department, Aga¬ 
wam Fire Department, Agawam Police De¬ 
partment Special Police Force, Agawam De¬ 
partment of Public Works, Agawam Parks 
and Recreation Department, Agawam 
School Department, Agawam Emergency 
Management, Agawam Police DARE Pro¬ 
gram, Agawam Addiction Resource Center, 
Agawam Advertiser News, Agawam Family 


and Community Program, Massachusetts 
Juvenile Probation Department — Spring- 
field Juvenile Court Division, U.S. Marshal’s 
Office — U.S. Marshal John Gibbons, Mas¬ 
sachusetts State Police, Hampden County 
Sheriff’s Office, the Lions Club, the Rotary 
Club, Easthampton Savings Bank — Mrs. 
Sue DeVillier, Bethany Assembly of God, 
Republic Services, TNT Tent Rentals, USA 
Towing, Six Flags New England, Let’s Move 
— Mrs. Shelby Hall-Gibbons, Valley Green 
Shredding, Academy of Artistic Perfor¬ 
mance, Baystate Medical Center, Pastor 
Tim Reed — Bethany Assembly of God, 
VetAir, Boston Medical Center HealthNet 
Plan, The Q 99.7, Veteran’s Council, The 413 
Mom, Safe Kids, Safety 1st, Rosie Robotics, 
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JAY SPEAKS 

What we bring to the marriage 


Stickers available for 
Sandlin’s write-in campaign 

Rosemary Sandlin, state representative candidate 
for the 3rd Hampden District, has stickers available 
for the Thursday, Sept. 8, primary election. Sandlin is 
running a write-in campaign to win the Democratic 
nomination for the upcoming general election. She 
must receive a minimum 150 write-in votes to make 
it on the ballot. 

Voters may call 413-530-0269 or email rosemary- 
sandlin@gmail.com to request instructions and a 
sticker to place on the ballot. Sandlin, an Agawam 
resident, previously held the state representative seat 
from 2007 to 2011. 

No other Democrats are running on the primary 
ballot. Agawam City Councilor Richard Theroux had 
earlier announced he would run, but withdrew from 
the race. The Democratic nominee will face state Rep. 
Nicholas Boldyga, R-Southwick, in the general elec¬ 
tion. Boldyga has no primary election opponent. 

For more information on Sandlin, visit www.ros- 
esandlin.com or her Facebook page, www.facebook. 
com/RosemarySandlin2016/. 

The 3rd Hampden District includes Agawam, Gran¬ 
ville and Southwick. 
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DEATH NOTICES 


Craig, Cookie 

Died Aug. 3 

Memorial Service Aug. 10 
Colonial Forastiere Funeral 
Flome of Agawam 

MacLeod, Lester J. Jr. 

Died Aug. 4 

Funeral Aug. 8 

Agawam Funeral Flome Inc. 

McCreadie, Jane 

Died Aug. 1 

Funeral Aug. 8 

Curran Jones Funeral Flome 

Agawam 


Agawam Advertiser News 

Obituary 

Policy 


Turley Publications 
offers two types of 
obituaries. 

One is a free, brief 
Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, 
date of death and 
funeral date and place. 

The other is a Paid 
Obituary, costing 
$75, which allows 
families to publish 
extended death notice 
information of their 
own choice and may 
include a photograph. 
Death Notices & 
Paid Obituaries 
should be 

submitted through a 
funeral home to: 
obits @ turley.com. 

Exceptions will be made 
only when the family 
provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid. 


FAITH MATTERS 

The Spirit is moving us 


F rom biblical times to the present, it 
was and is important what the wom¬ 
an brings to the marriage. It’s called a 
dowry. Rarely is there documen¬ 
tation relating to what the groom 
brings to the marriage. 

During our engagement, Kitty 
had a series of parties, given by 
friends and relatives, and she 
accumulated a number of items 
necessary to establish a home. 

When we returned from our hon¬ 
eymoon in Canada, I brought my 
worldly belongings to our apart¬ 
ment. Some clothing, such as 
suits, trousers, jackets were on 
hangers, but the important items 
were all in a tall, wide and deep cardboard 
box. 

Kitty sat with bated breath, wonder¬ 
ing what I was going to unearth from this 
treasure trove. It didn’t take long for the 
disappointment to settle in. The first items 
were boxer shorts, T-shirts, jockey shorts, 
socks, polo shirts, and button-down shirts. 
Wonder of all wonders, they were all of the 
same color ... “shocking pink”! My mother 
had knitted me a pair of woolen socks for 
the winter and had used a lot of red in them 
... and I, being a great “doer of laundry,” had 
washed everything together. Presto! Instant 
pink! 

The next layer down produced my col¬ 
lection of “car glasses.” One of the chain gas 
stations was gifting its customers with a 
different car glass every month if you filled 
up with their brand of gas. Over time, I 
was able to collect a dozen or so of differ¬ 
ent glasses. The layer below the glasses was 
my collection of beer openers. Every “guy” 
had to have his own openers. There were 
the kind that popped open cans, and then 
the kind that took the cap off bottles. The 
true treasure in this layer was one with an 
elk horn handle that not only popped cans, 
but also opened bottles. Kitty was on a trip 
through the west, and brought it back for 
me prior to our engagement. 

One more layer down was my home ap¬ 
pliances and other clutter. First was the 
toaster that only toasted one side of the 
bread. I rationalized that away by saying 
that I only toasted bagels or English muf¬ 
fins. Then came the blender that cut off af¬ 
ter 10 seconds. 


Donors who help “Stuff the Bus” with 
school supplies on Tuesday, Aug. 16, can 
earn a discounted or free admission to Six 
Flags New England. 

The theme park at 1623 Main St., Aga¬ 
wam, will be collecting school supplies 
starting at 10:30 a.m. at the pickup-dropoff 
area in the main parking lot. The park will 
hope to fill a 40-foot Peter Pan bus that will 
be parked at the collection point. Those who 
donate 20 or more items will receive free ad- 


Sgt. Christopher Sanchez — Massachu¬ 
setts State Police, 94.7 WMAS, American 
Foundation for Suicide Prevention, Relay 
for Life of Agawam, Jump Start Preschool, 
Alzheimer’s Association of Western Mass., 
Moms Who Get It Done (the Be Kind move- 


In a world that seems to be filling with 
darkness, a few families needed to show 
their children that there is still light and 
goodness. A simple idea was embraced 
with such enthusiasm by our community, 
that it became so much more than we ever 
dreamed. 

Thank you Agawam for accepting, cre¬ 
ating and donating to the “Be Kind” signs. 
Thank you for showing the children that 
people still care and want to help others. 

We have lost count of how many signs 
were made. We are happy and humbled to 
see all the different signs around town. We 
are thrilled to see this project grow to other 
towns. Many asked what more could be 
done. So, the idea of accepting the offered 
donations and using them for a good cause 
was raised. We decided to use the money 
hoping for at least one Buddy Bench. 

Well, Agawam, we are pleased to tell you 
that as of Aug. 7, donations and sales from 


After the blender was the eggbeater that 
worked better on my hair than on poultry 
products. There were other assorted items, 
too rusted to be of any use. 

The bottom layer was the 
“piece de resistance.” This section 
of the box contained old love let¬ 
ters from long ago flames. Kitty 
quickly consigned this layer to 
another type of flame with much 
higher heat. 

At any rate, this box and its 
contents became over the years 
“Berger legend.” Our son Joe and 
his bride-to-be Valerie were mar¬ 
ried in her home town of Akron, 
Ohio. As is the custom, the groom 
(Joe) gives gifts to the male members of 
the wedding party. That is the ushers, best 
man, and in our case his father. A couple of 
hours before the wedding, Kitty and I were 
in our hotel room getting dressed and we 
answered a knock on the door connecting 
our room with Joe’s. 

Joe came in carrying a gift-wrapped box. 
Usually one would expect a tiny box with 
a tie-pin or cuff links or other small piece 
of jewelry. This box was about the size of 
a small carry-on suitcase. Gee, I thought, 
I need a new carry-on: “Thanks, Joe, I can 
use it!” 

“Dad,” he said, “I think you better open it 
first before thanking me.” 

I tore open the wrapping and got down 
to a large gift box. Gosh, I thought, he went 
all out for me. 

I finally got the box open and let out a 
gasp, followed by a roar of laughter. There, 
piled in no particular order, were pink un¬ 
derwear, pink socks, pink pajamas and T- 
shirts. Followed by several beer openers, a 
car glass, and a rusty old toaster. At the very 
bottom of the box were several sealed enve¬ 
lopes with lipstick all over them. I was be¬ 
ing honored after all those legendary years. 
I guess that the saying; “What goes around, 
comes around” still applies. Somehow or 
other, I think Kitty had a hand in this ... 
what do you think? 

Jay Berger is retiredfrom a job in publish¬ 
ing and lives in Agawam with his wife Kitty. 
They have three children and six grandchil¬ 
dren. 


mission on Aug. 16, National Roller Coaster 
Day. Those who donated six to 19 items will 
receive an admissions discount of $20.16 
that day. 

All of the supplies collected will be do¬ 
nated to the United Way of Pioneer Valley’s 
annual Stuff the Bus campaign, which aids 
disadvantaged children in Holyoke and 
Springfield. United Way will provide over one 
thousand backpacks this year to low-income 
or homeless children throughout the area. 
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ment), Patriot Guard Riders, and One Call 
Away. 


the Be Kind magnets are over $2,600! Now, 
all our elementary schools and School 
Street Park will have Buddy Benches, 
thanks to you all. 

A huge thank you to Bambi School staff 
and students, Charest Builders, Greenpro 
Landscaping LLC, Andy Halley, LHQ 
Danceforce, Most Builders and General 
Contracting, Rocky’s, Typrowicz Home Im¬ 
provement, Chris Sparks and Mayor Cohen 
for your time and donations. 

Our tools have been laid down and our 
hearts are bursting with joy. Thank you 
Agawam for showing what a truly wonder¬ 
ful town we live in. Auggie Pullman in the 
book “Wonder” by R.J. Palacio says, “Shall 
we make a new rule of life, always try to be 
a little kinder than is necessary.” 

The Balzano, Fillion, Gaynor, Hotaling, 
Lovely, Luke, Newsome, Polley, Rua, 
Taylor, Typrowicz and Wolfe families 


“In the last days, God says, 

I will pour out my Spirit on all people. 
Your sons and daughters will prophesy, 
Your young men will see visions, 

Your old men will dream dreams.” 

Acts 2:17 


E verywhere you look, you 
will find someone pitch¬ 
ing a product that is “new 
and improved.” Yet experience 
has taught us all that in the end, 
it all finds its way to the recycle 
bin or the local landfill, just 
like all the items that came be¬ 
fore it. After a while, it becomes 
hard not to be a little skeptical 
towards such claims. So when 
we hear the promises of God, 
it’s understandable that we may be a little 
temped in our response. Prophesy, visions 
and dreams. “Yeah ... right! I’ll just wait 
and see.” 

Here at Agawam Congregational 
Church a lot of people have been waiting 
a long time for God’s Spirit to move. Like 
many churches, our congregation has ex¬ 
perienced an aging of its membership, a 
decline in its attendance and a shrinking 
interest in participation from the young¬ 
er generations. This shift has fostered a 
growing awareness that something needs 
to change if we as a church expected to 
remain viable in the present and relevant 
into the future. 

Over the last few years, there have been 
a growing number of people who have been 
praying for the Spirit of God to do some¬ 
thing to move their church. Something. 
Anything. They could read the writing on 
the wall that said, “If we continue on the 
path we are on it will lead to our death.” 
And they love their church, they long for 
it to revive, to grow, to move from main¬ 
taining a building to ministering to their 
community. And so they began to pray for 
a future they could not see but their faith 
encouraged them to believe in. 

It was into this time of praying and 
waiting that I entered the scene a year 
and a half ago. In my time here, I have 


preached, taught, prayed and encouraged 
as I have in all of my 28 years of ministry. 
It has been here at Agawam Congregation¬ 
al Church where I have experienced the 
Spirit moving as described in Acts 2:17. I 
have found the ground fertile 
here for growing both the fruit 
of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22-23) 
and the gifts of the Spirit (I Cor¬ 
inthians 12:28-31). But it has 
been the growth of love that has 
most revealed the Spirit at work 
among us. We have seen in our 
prayer time, and in our time 
of fellowship, a growing sense 
of intimacy. People are talking 
about how warmer and friend¬ 
lier our gatherings are becom¬ 
ing. The formal has given way 
to a more personal encounter. The Spirit is 
moving and we are waking up. 

Much of what we are now experiencing 
is new to many of us, but it is not new to 
the Spirit of God. It is in the book of Acts 
that we see the beginning of God fulfilling 
His promise to pour out His spirit on all 
believers. The early church had to adapt 
to this new norm. They had to learn how 
to let the Spirit live in and through them. 
They had to become conduits of God’s 
glory, healing, forgiveness and love. The 
more they gave up and over to the Spirit, 
the more the Spirit transformed them 
and their world through them. It is won¬ 
derful to read about; it is far more unbe¬ 
lievable to experience. For 30 years I have 
been praying for revival, for the renewal of 
God’s church. In the last few years before 
coming to Agawam, I began to fear that I 
would end my life preaching in the valley 
of dry bones having never seen them come 
to life (Ezekiel 37:1-14). But here at Aga¬ 
wam Congregational Church, I have felt 
the wind begin to blow and I am beginning 
to hear the bones rattle. May God’s wind 
reach all the way to you, your church, and 
spread throughout our entire community. 

Greg Dawson is the senior pastor at 
Agawam Congregational Church on Main 
Street. 



Jay Berger 


Six Flags offers free pass for school supply donations 


LETTERS i 


Robert M. Burke 

School Resource Officer 
Agawam Police Department 


Kindness, simple idea brings town together 
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Heritage Woods residents participate in a parade during the opening ceremonies of the Elder Games 
on Aug. 8. TURLEY PUBLICATIONS PHOTOS BY MICHAEL J. BALLWAY 


Games begin at Heritage Woods 


In honor of the 2016 Rio Olympics, Heri¬ 
tage Woods Senior Living held opening 
ceremonies for the Elder Games, its own 
version of the Olympics, on Monday. 

Competitions began this week in bas¬ 
ketball, golf, throwing and volleyball. 

Residents of the four “neighborhoods” 
at Heritage Woods — Apple Orchard, Heri¬ 
tage Avenue, Primrose Path and Shady 
Lane — are invited to compete for their 
neighborhood and cheer on their neigh¬ 
bors. The closing ceremony will take place 
at 2 p.m. Thursday, Aug. 18. 

Jessica Levine, the director of recreation 
at Heritage Woods, said the sports are mod¬ 
ified to fit the residents’ physical abilities. 
Basketball and volleyball, for example, may 
be played while seated in a wheelchair. The 
aim is to have as many residents as possible 
participating. 

This will be the third time Heritage 
Woods has put on its own version of the 
Summer Olympics. The previous two, in 
2008 and 2012, were well received, staff 
members said. 

Heritage Woods is at 462 Main St., Aga¬ 
wam. For more information, call 413-789- 
8332 or email nicole.wallace@genesishcc. 
com. 



Residents of the Shady Lane apartments give 
their neighborhood’s cheer during the start of 
the Elder Games. 



The opening ceremony concluded with cake for 
all participants. 
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CLUESACROSS 

1. Greenwich Time 
4. English sailor 
missionary 
9. Type of wheat 

14. Wreath 

15. Hesitate 

16. Hollyhocks 

17. Not even 

18. Former talk show 
host 

20. Rugged mountain 
range 

22. Greek muse 

23. Ancient Greek 
comedy 

24. Jeopardizes 

28. Singer DiFranco 

29. Calcium 

30. Employee stock 
ownership plan 

31. Gemstones 
33. Got the job 

37. Tantalum 

38. Red deer 

39. Not a pro 


41. Coffee alternative 

42. Aluminum 

43. Northern Italian 
language 

44. Smart Wiseacre 
46. Sanskrit rulers (pi.) 

49. _ hoc 

50. Mousse 

51. Closures 
55. Russian lake 

58. Small lunar crater 

59. Appear with 

60. Beginning 

64. Type of Chinese 
language 

65. Jewish composer 

66. Sensation of flavor 

67. Payment (abbr.) 

68. High-class 

69. Clocked 

70. Midway between 
east and southeast 

CLUES DOWN 

1. Shine 

2. They spread the 


news 

3. Indicates water 

limits 

4. Determines value 

5. Capital of Okinawa 

6. Chinese river 

7. Sign language 

8. Passover feast and 

ceremony 

9. Yemen capital 

10. A tributary of the 
Missouri River 

11. Sounds 

12. Andorra-La Seu 
d’Urgell Airport 

13. Korean name 
19. A metal-bearing 

mineral valuable 
enough to be 
mined 

21. Outer layer 

24. African nation (Fr.) 

25. From Haiti 

26. Polish river 

27. Paul Henri 
Belgian statesman 


31. Retailer 

32. Supreme being 

34. Tears into pieces 

35. European Union 

36. Coerced 

40. She ran the Barker 
gang 

41. Send wire 

45. Optical device 

47. _Bond, civil 

rights leader 

48. Cigar 

52. Spiritual being 

53. Possess 

54. Thomas_, English 

poet 

56. Dials 

57. Sharp mountain 
ridge 

59. Pigeon shelter 

60. Month 

61. Letter of the Greek 
alphabet 

62. A citizen of 
Thailand 

63. Suffix 


Out & About 


OUR CALENDAR SECTION is intended to promote free 
events, or those that directly affect a volunteer-driven or¬ 
ganization. Paid events that are not deemed benefits do 
not qualify. Non-charitable events that charge the public 
for profit are not allowed as we consider that paid adver¬ 
tising. The deadline to submit calendar items is Monday 
at noon. Send to the Agawam Advertiser News at aan@ 
turley.com, fax to 413-786-8457, or mail to 23 South- 
wick St., Feeding Hills, MA 01030. We usually print at 
least one week prior to an event. The listings should be 
brief with only time, date, location, activity explanation 
and contact information. 

Friday, Aug. 12 

EAST COAST GEM, MINERAL AND FOSSIL SHOW to¬ 
day and tomorrow from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. and Sunday 
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. in the Better Living Center on 
the grounds of the Big E at 1305 Memorial Ave., West 
Springfield. $8 per person; children 12 and under admit¬ 
ted free with paid adult. 

Saturday, Aug. 13 

CLOWNING AROUND FOR SHRINERS HOSPITAL fam¬ 
ily-friendly event from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. attheVFW Post 
872,151 Point Grove Road, Southwick. All proceeds to 
benefit Shriners Hospital for Children in Springfield. For 
more information, call Wendy Hart at 413-875-5743 
or visit the Facebook event page, www.facebook.com/ 
events. 

SPRINGFIELD HOCKEY HERITAGE SOCIETY from noon 
to 4 p.m. in the food court on the grounds of the Big E 
at 1305 Memorial Ave., West Springfield. $20 for mem¬ 
bers; $26 for non-members. Visit hockeyspringfield.org. 

Tuesday, Aug. 16 

E-ZPASS SIGNUPS from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the 
Agawam Public Library, 750 Cooper St., Agawam. Driv¬ 
ers can pick up an electronic road toll transponder; they 
must have photo ID, vehicle registration and a $20 pre¬ 
paid toll deposit. 

“MUSICAL MOMENTS” free concert at 6 p.m. at 
Amelia Park Ice Arena, 21 S. Broad St. Westfield, will 
feature the Russell Mountain Gang — bluegrass. For 
more information, call 413-568-2503 or visit www. 
ameliaparkice.org. 

FRIENDS OF GRANBY ELDERLY SUMMER CONCERT 
from 6 to 7:30 p.m. at Dufresne Field in Granby, Conn, 
will feature King Kountry. Free will offering. Bring chairs, 
blankets and bug spray. 

Wednesday, Aug. 17 

KIX COUNTRY NIGHT, the free Summerfest concert at 
School Street Park in Agawam, begins at 7 p.m. and will 
feature Runaway June and L0CASH. 

MASSACHUSETTS MORGAN HORSE SHOW from 9 
a.m. to 9 p.m. in the Coliseum on the grounds of the 
Big E, 1305 Memorial Ave., West Springfield. Free ad¬ 
mission. 


Thursday, Aug. 18 

FAITH ON FIRE Catholic Rally 6-9 p.m. at Sacred 
Heart Church, 1065 Springfield St., Feeding Hills. This 
two-evening celebration, continuing Friday, will include 
praise and worship music, speakers, prayers and cer¬ 
emonies. Food and beverages will be available for pur¬ 
chase. A free will offering will be taken up each night. 

THE WALL THAT HEALS in the Coliseum on the 
grounds of the Big E, 1305 Memorial Ave., West Spring- 
field. Free admission. It will be open 24 hours a day to¬ 
day through Sunday. Sponsored by the West Springfield 
Veterans Services office. 

Friday, Aug. 19 

FAITH ON FIRE Catholic Rally 6-9 p.m. at Sacred 
Heart Church, 1065 Springfield St., Feeding Hills. Con¬ 
tinued from Aug. 18. 

Saturday, Aug. 20 

“MIRACLE” FILM to be shown outdoors at Sacred 
Heart Church, 1065 Springfield St., Feeding Hills. Rain 
date is Aug. 27. 

Tuesday, Aug. 23 

“MUSICAL MOMENTS” free concert at 6 p.m. at Ame¬ 
lia Park Ice Arena, 21 S. Broad St. Westfield, will feature 
Cory & the Knightsmen Band. For more information, call 
413-568-2503 or visit www.ameliaparkice.org. 

Thursday, Aug. 25 

THE NEWTOWN KENNEL CLUB DOG SHOW from 7 
a.m. to 7 p.m. today through Saturday in the Better Liv¬ 
ing Center on the grounds of the Big E, 1305 Memorial 
Ave., West Springfield. Free admission. 

THE NORTHEAST REINING HORSE SHOW from 8 a.m. 
to 10 p.m. today through Sunday in the Coliseum on the 
grounds of the Big E, 1305 Memorial Ave., West Spring- 
field. Free admission. 

Friday, Aug. 26 

THE NORTHWESTERN CONNECTICUT KENNEL CLUB 
DOG SHOW from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. in the Better Living 
Center on the grounds of the Big E, 1305 Memorial Ave., 
West Springfield. Free admission. 

Sunday, Aug. 28 

THE ELM CITY KENNEL CLUB DOG SHOW from 7 
a.m. to 7 p.m. in the Better Living Center on the grounds 
of the Big E, 1305 Memorial Ave., West Springfield. 

Sunday, Sept. 11 

THE WEST SPRINGFIELD COIN CLUB will meet at 7 
p.m. in the Church of the Good Shepherd, 214 Elm St., 
West Springfield. A special coin topic will be presented 
and discussed. Refreshments available. Guests wel¬ 
come. For more information, call Peter Setian at 413- 
789-2061. 


Agawam Senior Center 


Lunch Menu 

Monday, Aug. 15: Hamburg gravy over mashed po¬ 
tatoes, dilled carrots, plums. 

Tuesday, Aug. 16: Chicken cacciatore, peppers and 
onions, pasta and sauce, Jell-0. 

Wednesday, Aug. 17: Beef barley soup, egg salad 
sandwich, coleslaw, pudding. 

Thursday, Aug. 18: Italian herb roasted chicken, 
baby potatoes, California blend vegetables, 
baked good. 

Friday, Aug. 19: Baked fish, rice pilaf, mixed veg¬ 
etables, mixed fruit. 

Calendar of Events 

Monday, Aug. 15: 8 a.m., weight training; 8:15 a.m, 
yoga; 9:30 a.m, line dancing; 11:30 a.m. Gentle 
Yoga; 1 p.m, bingo; 2 p.m, monthly dance with 
Richie Mitnick; 5:30 p.m, Zumba Gold. 


Tuesday, Aug. 16: S.H.I.N.E. rep. available (by 
appt.); 9 a.m, knitting class, summer exercise; 
9:30 a.m, shuffleboard at St. John’s Field; noon, 
ladies only billiards; 12:30 p.m, mah jongg; 1 
p.m, Mexican Train Game, blood drive (1-8 
p.m.); 6 p.m, beginner line dance. 

Wednesday, Aug. 17: CPA Jack Welch available (by 
appt.); 8 a.m, weight training; 8:15 a.m, yoga; 
9:45 a.m. Gentle Yoga; 12:30 p.m, bridge; 1 
p.m, ballroom lessons, scrabble; 1:30 p.m. 
Golden Agers Chapter 2 meeting; 5:30 p.m, 
Zumba Gold. 

Thursday, Aug. 18: 9 a.m, last summer exercise 
class; 9:30 a.m, quilting; 10 a.m, line dancing; 
12:30 p.m, bridge; 1 p.m, pitch; 6:30 p.m, 
evening pitch, evening line dancing. 

Friday, Aug. 19: 8 a.m, yoga; 9:15 a.m, all media 
art class; noon, canasta; 1 p.m, pitch, cribbage; 
4 p.m, poker. 



MOO-LICIOUS FARM 


Great Menu ^ 

HOMEMADE ICE CREAM \ 

Fun at the Moo 

Mondays at 11:00 
FREE Half Hour Program for Kids 

CHANGES WEEKLY 

Indoor Seating 

258 Feeding Hills Rd. 
U- w* Southwick /• 

- 7^7 . ^ (Across from 


OPEN 7 DAYS 
A WEEK 

11 AM-9:00 PM 


Calabrese Farms) 

GIF CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE - 

www.mooliciousfarm.com L 


People of All Ages 

Read 

Newpapers 

In a typical week two- 
thirds of young adults age 
18-34 read newspapers in 
print or online. Especially 
given the fragmentation of 
other media, newspaper 
advertising is the best 
way for advertisers to 
reach a critical mass of 
young people in 
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Public Safety 

POLICE LOG 

The Agawam Police Department responded to 325 Wednesday, Aug. 3 

calls for service from Aug. 1 to Aug. 7. The department Eric C. Richards, 36, of Franklin Street, Agawam, was 


recorded four arrests in its public log. Those arrested will 
appear at a future date in Westfield District Court and 
are innocent until proven guilty. 

Monday, Aug. 1 

Jamal Vick, 31, of Fernwood Road, Southwick, was 
arrested on charges of operating under the influence of 
alcohol and negligent operation of a motor vehicle. 


FIRE 

The Agawam Fire Department responded to 69 EMS 
calls from July 26 to Aug. 1, and the following emer¬ 
gency response calls. 

On July 26 at 8:28 a.m., the department responded 
to Springfield Street, was dispatched and cancelled en 
route. 

On July 26 at 9:06 a.m., the department responded 
to Wright Street to assist invalid. 

On July 26 at 3:57 p.m., the department responded 
to Rowley Street for fire, other. 

On July 26 at 4:01 p.m., the department responded 
to Suffield Street for arcing, shorted electrical equip¬ 
ment. 

On July 26 at 4:26 p.m., the department responded 
to N. Westfield Street for lockout. 

On July 26 at 5:59 p.m., the department responded 
to Adams Street to assist invalid. 

On July 26 at 11:40 p.m., the department responded 
to Independence Road for outside mailbox fire. 

On July 27 at 8:49 a.m., the department responded 
to Leonard Street to assist invalid. 

On July 27 at 9:17 a.m., the department responded 
to Suffield Street for motor vehicle accident with inju¬ 
ries. 


arrested on charges of failure to provide DNA and carry¬ 
ing a dangerous weapon. 

Thursday, Aug. 4 

Shmuel Cyprys, 19, of Lymmouth Road, London, 
England, was arrested on charges of trespassing and 
disorderly conduct. 

A male juvenile from Brooklyn, N.Y., was arrested on 
a charge of trespassing. 

LOG 

On July 28 at 6:37 p.m., the department responded 
to S. Westfield Street for grass fire. 

On July 29 at 2:43 p.m., the department responded 
to Ellington Avenue for alarm system sounded due to 
malfunction. 

On July 29 at 6:34 p.m., the department responded 
to Simpson Circle for citizen complaint. 

On July 30 at 10:36 p.m., the department responded 
to Raymond Circle for public service. 

On July 31 at 8:24 a.m., the department responded 
to N. Westfield Street for motor vehicle accident with 
injuries. 

On July 31 at 8:53 p.m., the department responded 
to Castle Hills Road for carbon monoxide detector acti¬ 
vation, no CO. 

On Aug. 1 at 8:20 a.m., the department responded to 
Northwood Street to assist invalid. 

On Aug. 1 at 1:35 p.m., the department responded to 
Stillbrook Lane to assist invalid. 

On Aug. 1 at 2:51 p.m., the department responded to 
Main Street for arcing, shorted electrical equipment. 

On Aug. 1 at 10:25 p.m., the department responded 
to North Street with no incident found on arrival at dis¬ 
patch address. 


Mr Gutter 


> Residential 

> Commercial 

> Cleaning 

> Repairs 

“Foreverclean” | 
Gutter System 

Lifetime Warranty 




Family Operated for 42 years | 

www.mrgutter.biz 

For All Your 
Gutter Needs 

536-7451 

MA LIC #163177 • CT #2489990 


GUTTERS 



Support the local 
businesses that 
support your 
local newspaper. 

Let them know you 
saw their ad in the 

Agawam 

Advertiser 


Need A Mattress? 

Create Your $ f OO 
Perfect Mattress from I # # 


gf Choose Your Size 

King. Queen, Full Twiaateo Special Custom Sizes 

gf Choose Your Support 

Memory Foam. Natural Latex, Pocket CoiL TradrtronaJ Spring 

0" Choose Your Comfort 

Rock Hard. Pflfow Soft, somewhere between or both sides different 

Sigma Mattress Factory 

Garden Street wwWtSfgmama ttrcss.com 

Feeding Hills, /VTA (4T3|7S9-roso 


iCALABRESf 


FARMS 

FRESH FROM OUR FIELDS: 

CORN, MELONS 
TOMATOES 

Squash, Beets, Cukes, 
Cabbage, Beans, 
Carrots, Eggplant, 
Shell Beans & Pickles 


257 Feeding Hills Rd., (Rte 57) 
Southwick, MA • (413) 569-6417 

(ACROSS FROM MOOLICIOUS ICE CREAM) 




Family Owned 


Since 1985 


18 Different All Organic Double Ground Premium Mulches 
Pine • Spruce • Hemlock • Cedar • Red, Black & Brown 
Playground • Forest Blend • Topsoil • Seasoned Firewood E face book 


Now Carrying Decorative Stone 


We are a mulch manufacturer, not a resaler of other people’s products. This means no middleman, 
and you save on the best product around. Come visit us on the web for great deals! 

413 - 569-2400 I 25 Sam West Road, Southwick, MA I 860 - 654-1975 



LEGAL NOTICE 
PUBLIC HEARING 
AGAWAM 
CITY COUNCIL 

The Agawam City Council 
will hold a public hearing on 
Tuesday, September 6, 2016 
at 7:00 P.M. at the Roberta 
G. Doering School, 68 Main 
Street, Agawam, MA. The 
purpose of this hearing will 
be to hear the Petition of 
Murphy’s Pub c/o Thomas 
Murphy for a proposed Zone 
Change Plan for 0 Suffield 
Street and 83 Mill Street, 
Agawam, MA. (Parcel IDs# 
19-2-27 and #19-2-29) The 
Zone Change request is to 
allow the parcel to be rezoned 
to Business A in its entirety. 
A copy of the proposed Zone 
Change can be obtained from 
the Agawam Planning Office 
or the Agawam City Clerk’s 
Office between the hours of 
8:30 A.M. and 4:30 P.M. in 
the Agawam City Hall, 36 
Main Street, Agawam, MA. 

BY ORDER OF: 

James P. Cichetti 
City Council President 
8/11,8/18/16 


LEGAL NOTICE 
PUBLIC HEARING 
AGAWAM 
CITY COUNCIL 

The Agawam City Council 
will hold a public hearing on 
Tuesday, September 6, 2016 
at 7:00 P.M. at the Roberta 
G. Doering School, 68 Main 
Street, Agawam, MA. The 
purpose of this hearing will 
be to hear the Petition of 
Tirone Development Corp. 
for a proposed Zone Change 
Plan for 186 Maple Street, 
Agawam, MA. (Parcel ID# 


115-5-4) The Zone Change 
request is to allow the parcel 
to be rezoned to Residence B 
District. A copy of the pro¬ 
posed Zone Change can be 
obtained from the Agawam 
Planning Office or the 
Agawam City Clerk’s Office 
between the hours of 8:30 
A.M. and 4:30 P.M. in the 
Agawam City Hall, 36 Main 
Street, Agawam, MA. 

BY ORDER OF: 

James P. Cichetti 
City Council President 
8/11,8/18/16 

AGAWAM 

HISTORICAL 

COMMISSION 

The Agawam Historical 
Commission will be hold¬ 
ing a public hearing at 7:00 
PM on Tuesday, August 23, 
2016, at the Captain Charles 
Leonard House, 663 Main 
Street. The purpose of this 
hearing will be to review the 
Demolition Permit for 443 
North West Street which 
comes under the Town of 
Agawam’s Demolition Delay 
Ordinance. 


By Order of David Cecchi, 
Chairman 
AGAWAM HISTORICAL 
COMMISSION 

8/4,8/11/16 


Please check 
the accuracy of 
your legal notice 
prior to submis¬ 
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling). 

Also, be sure 
the requested 
publication date 
coincides with 
the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands. 

Thank you. 


HOW TO SUBMIT 
LEGAL NOTICES 

All legal notices to be published in the Agawam 
Advertiser News should be sent directly to klanier@ 
turley.com. Karen Lanier processes all legals for this 
newspaper and can answer all of your questions re¬ 
garding these notices. Please indicate the newspa¬ 
pers and publication date(s) for the notice(s) in the 
subject line of your email. For questions regarding 
coverage area, procedures or cost, please call Karen 
directly at 413-283-8393 x235. 

Turley Publications, Inc. publishes 15 weekly 
newspapers throughout Western Massachusetts. Vis¬ 
it www.turley.com for more information. 



The bank of 
familiar faces. 


E3 


bank 


They are your neighbors down the street, 
friends at local events, volunteers at 
community causes... the people you know 
and trust. They are your local Agawam 
banking team. Come find out what it means 
to have your own personal bankers today. 

That’s banking your way. 


The bank of you. 

770 Main Street, Agawam 


bankesb.com | 855.527.4111 Member FDIC | Member DIF 


Meet Your Agawam Team: 

Susanne de Villier, AVP Branch Officer; Donna Kennedy, 
Retail Branch Specialist; and Paul G. Pinsonnault Jr., 
Assistant Branch Manager 
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This Chrysler was originally a sedan — until the Agawam Fire Department’s demonstration of the Jaws of Life turned it into a convertible. TURLEY PUBLICATIONS PHOTOS BY MIKE LYDICK 







Agawam Police officer John Field stands by one of the 
department’s police cruisers as he surveys the crowd at 
National Night Out. 


'Great' turnout for neighborly Night Out 


Agawam resident David Owens felt like a kid again when 
he climbed inside one of Agawam’s fire trucks. 


By Mike Lydick 

aan@turley.com 

A gawam’s second National 
Night Out at School Street 
Park saw the fourth-year 
event’s largest turnout ever as peo¬ 
ple came to learn about the public 
safety agencies that protect them 
and also enjoy the neighborhood 
camaraderie on Aug. 2. 

Sponsored again by the mayor’s 
office and the Agawam Police De¬ 
partment, the event is designed 
to feel similar to an old-fashioned 
neighborhood block party with 
many community groups partici¬ 
pating. The primary goal of the free 
2 1/2-hour evening event is to pro¬ 
mote police-community partner¬ 
ships. 

According to Agawam Police Of¬ 
ficer Robert Burke, who organized 
the event, among the events that 
were a “hit” at National Night Out 
were car seat safety checks — new 
this year; the Agawam Fire Depart¬ 
ment chopping up an old car with 
its Jaws of Life tools; the Massachu¬ 
setts State Police showing of its K-9 
unit and its helicopter; and people 
flocking to pick up inspiring “Be 
Kind” signs. 

“I can’t think of anything that 
wasn’t a big hit,” he added. He said 
all the feedback he’s heard has been 
positive, with many people saying 
they are excited about what he will 
plan for next year’s Night Out. 


He called the turnout “great,” 
saying he was “very excited about 
seeing so many people” at NNO. 
He said the crowd appeared to be 
even larger than last year’s National 
Night Out, which was attended by 
more than 1,000 people. And many 
of those who came stayed late to 
listen to a free performance by a 
local band, Cory & Knightsmen, 
at the park’s new Darcy B. Davis Jr. 
Band Shell. 

“This year was the most success¬ 
ful NNO to date,” said Burke. “It’s 
only our fourth year having this 
event and it has grown way past 
my expectations. I couldn’t be hap¬ 
pier with how it’s going. I can only 
hope that next year is even bigger. 
My only problem is how to make it 
even better.” 


Three-year-old Finley Dunphy of West Springfield found 
the perfect spot to eat his snow cone, the fender of an 
Agawam DPW payloader. 


Sage Kennedy, an Agawam probation 
officer, looks in the window of an Aga¬ 
wam police cruisier as her nephews 
Luis Espejo and Sherquite Thomas sit 
in the front seats checking out all the 
equipment. 


Agawam resident Jennifer Gilbert and her daughter Em- 
maAnn, 9, watch as Mandi Summers from Safe Kids of 
Western Massachusetts checks to make sure Gilbert’s 
child car seat is properly installed during National Night 
Out at School Street Park on Aug. 2. 




Wyatt Gouvin, 6, far left, of Agawam, his cousin Everette 
Ferreira, 4, center, of Windsor Locks, Conn., and Wyatt’s 
sister Vivian Gouvin, 10, were drawn to the AFD’s newest 
emergency apparatus — a John Deere utility terrain ve¬ 
hicle that helps first responders rescue victims in remote 


areas. 
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M IDENTIFICATION PROGRAM (CHI f 
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Computers 


Emaleigh Bozak, 7, of Agawam, is fingerprinted as part 
of a free child identification kit provided by the Elm- 
Belcher Masonic Lodge in Agawam. 


Landon Fay, 4, of Agawam had the chance to sit on a motorcycle owned by Da¬ 
vid Sutton of Southwick. Sutton is a member of a group of motorcycle veterans 
known as the Patriot Guard Riders who travel to military funerals, and president 
of One Call Away Foundation, which helps veterans dealing with PTSD. 



Agawam resident Celina Bozak was among many parents who took advantage of 
free child ID kits from the Elm-Belcher Masonic Lodge in Agawam. With her are 
her three children, from left, Gavin, 5, Aubree, 3, and Emaleigh, 7. 


Sgt. Erik Ramsland, a state trooper with the K-9 unit, is 
surrounded by kids who wanted to pet his canine partner, 
Vlk. Ramsland and Vlk later put on a demonstration show¬ 
ing how dogs like Vlk assist police in fighting crime. 
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Mixed Use Development 
Opportunity 
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The Games and Lanes property was listed for 
sale this summer. L00PNET.C0M IMAGE 


INSET: David Peter examines a groundwater test¬ 
ing well in the parking lot of Games and Lanes in 
June. FILE PHOTO 


GAMES I from page 1 

There’s “no reason not to get good re¬ 
sults” in the second, third and fourth tests, 
Peter said. 

Testing shows that the plume of pollut¬ 
ants follows a northeastern course, toward 
the Morgan-Sullivan Bridge. The Agawam 
Towne Square shopping center does not 
appear to be affected, nor do the homes 
and businesses on Suffield Street. 

Even the properties atop the plume 
should be affected only minimally by it, Pe¬ 
ter said. The state has recorded an activity 
and use limitation on one of the properties, 
Tres Chic Salon at 339 Walnut Street Ext., 
which bans the property from being used 
as a residence, school or daycare center, 
unless future testing shows that the pol¬ 
lution has dissipated. The current level of 
contamination is considered acceptable 
for all business uses. A similar limitation 
has been proposed for one other property 
affected by the pollution, Peter said. 

When Peter bought the property, he 
stated that his goal was to clean it up suf¬ 
ficiently to allow redevelopment, and then 


sell it along to a new owner. Nonetheless, 
he said, he’s “married” to this project, and 
has said he would redevelop it himself if no 
buyer emerges. 

Neighbors of the property have been 
waiting 15 years for someone to reopen 
or knock down what has become an eye¬ 
sore building occupying an entire block of 
Walnut Street Extension. Redevelopment 
of Games and Lanes will be a key compo¬ 
nent of the town planning office’s vision for 
a “walkable downtown” on Walnut Street 
Extension. 

The real estate listing for 346-350 Walnut 
Street Ext. has an asking price of $619,000 
and describes the property as a “mixed-use 
development opportunity” and “potential 
development for professional offices, medi¬ 
cal and mixed use.” 

Even if a buyer were to step forward to¬ 
morrow, the soonest the property would be 
redeveloped is probably at least half a year 
away, Peter said. 

“This is going to happen,” he said. “It 
takes a while to get through the quagmire 
of environmental issues.” 


FAMILY I from page 1 

able, though even more activities should 
available to members in the fall once mem¬ 
bers are more active following the summer 
vacation season. 

Rackliffe said the summer has allowed 
a good chance for staff to become oriented 
with the changes from the former Agawam 
YMCA, but said the first couple of weeks 
were very challenging. 

“In June, we had a huge number of peo¬ 
ple who came to change over their mem¬ 
berships from the Y’’ he said. “So we had to 
spend a lot of time working on getting 200 
to 300 members going on our system.” 

Since then, the operation has been run¬ 
ning smoothly and feedback has been posi¬ 
tive. 

“The feedback we get from our mem¬ 
bers is what drives us,” said Rackliffe. “We 
decided to work to stay open because of the 
feedback from our members. They want a 
community center and gym that is local 
and that is theirs.” 

Agawam City Councilor Joseph Mineo 
is the CEO of the nonprofit family center’s 
board of directors, and said he has been 
very happy with the transition. 


“I think it has been well,” he said. “We 
have good Board of Directors that want 
this place to succeed and we are slowly 
bringing in new members.” 

The family center is still receiving some 
assistance from the Holyoke-based Valley 
Opportunity Council, which also helped 
fund some startup costs. Melendez said he 
could not put a number on how much assis¬ 
tance the Agawam center has received, and 
believes the partnership with the VOC will 
“always be there.” He does believe a strong 
membership bump in September once 
summer vacations are over could make the 
family center “very successful.” 

With the success of the transition and 
already many members coming on board, 
Melendez is planning a fundraising event 
on Tuesday, Sept. 13, from 5 to 7 p.m. that 
will celebrate the success the center has al¬ 
ready had. 

In a cocktail party-style event, Melendez 
said those that attend will hear from mem¬ 
bers who will share stories of how the fami¬ 
ly center has helped them. Board members 
will also speak. The center will collect do¬ 
nations from those that attend and will put 
the funds toward future programs. 


PARK I from page 1 

those found elsewhere in town. The struc¬ 
tures are designed for children ages 2 and 
up, and will be built primarily with low- 
maintenance concrete. 

As with all new playgrounds in town, 
the ground around the structures will be 
padded. Park benches and picnic tables 
will also be installed along with the new 
playground. 

In March, Sparks described the Wade 
Park project as the first in a plan to estab¬ 
lish more “neighborhood parks” in Aga¬ 
wam and Feeding Hills, now that the town 
has completed School Street Park. 

“With the high population of children 
in that area, a neighborhood playground 
makes sense,” Sparks said this week. “And 
the high number of people we have walking 
in that area. ... The next two closest play¬ 
grounds are all the way to Robinson [Park] 
Elementary School and Granger Elementa¬ 


ry School, neither of which is in close prox¬ 
imity to that neighborhood.” 

The work is expected to cost $180,000, 
with about $ 125,000 of that coming from the 
town’s Community Preservation Act funds, 
and $50,000 from the Parks and Recreation 
Department gift account, which is funded 
by an annual donation from the Berkshire 
Power Plant in town. The remaining funds 
will come from the Agawam Housing Au¬ 
thority, which operates the Brady Village 
and Wade Village housing complexes on 
either side of the park. 

Sparks said adding new neighborhood 
playgrounds is one of the goals of the 
town’s Open Space and Recreation Plan. 
His department hasn’t yet identified the 
next new playground to be built. The next 
big project, Sparks said, will be to renovate 
the playground at Perry Lane Park as a “tot 
lot.” The Agawam Lions Club is currently 
raising funds to support that project. 



• Does Medicare or Masshealth pay for Assisted Lliving? 

• What services can you provide for Dad? Is it all inclusive? 

• What happens if my Mom runs out of money? 

• My Dad is a veteran/My mom is a surviving spouse, are there 
extra benefits from the VA that can help pay for Assisted Living? 

• At what point is Mom not able to live there anymore? 

PLEASE JOIN US!! 

When: Wednesday, August 24th at 12:15 pm 

Where: Southwick Senior Center, 454 College Highway, Southwick 

Sondra Jones, Executive Director & Marketing Director with 

The Arbors at Westfield will be there to answer all of your questions. 

Light Refreshments will be served. 

























@turleysports 


www.turleysports.com 


acebook.com/turleysports 



SOCCER 

Agawam B falls 
in quarterfinals 

T he Agawam B Summer Soccer 
team was defeated by Ludlow 
Ideal 5-0 in the quarterfinals 
of the Pioneer Valley Summer Soccer 
League B Division playoffs. The Brown¬ 
ies were the No. 8 seed with a record 
of 6-4-1. Their B team consisted of last 
year’s junior varsity and freshmen, and 
incoming freshmen for this coming fall. 

Payton Lemke tries to corral a loose ball. 




Eleni Mastromatteo looks to advance the ball up the field. TURLEY 
PUBLICATIONS PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRYWWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM 





Cassidy Patterson sends the ball across the field. 


McKayla Shean dribbles the ball. 


Jasmine Pszezola passes the ball to her left. 


GOLF 


SOCCER 


Garvin to compete in Jr. PGA championship 


PALM BEACH GARDENS, Fla. 
- The 41st Junior PGA Champion¬ 
ship presented by Under Armour 
and Genesis Networks - one of 
the elite events in junior golf - vis¬ 
its New England for the first time 
and will be contested at vener¬ 
able Wannamoisett Country Club 
in Rumford, R.I., Aug. 9 to 12. 

An elite field of 156 players - 78 
boys vying for the Jack Nicklaus 
Trophy and 78 girls competing for 
the Patty Berg Trophy - will tee 
it up at Wannamoisett, a distinct 
Donald Ross par-69 layout (par- 
71 for the girls in the field) that is 
steeped in amateur golf heritage. 

Wannamoisett’s storied past 
includes the 1931 PGA Champi¬ 
onship - contested in a match- 
play format - and won by 20- 
year-old Tom Creavy, who edged 
Hall-of-Famer Denny Shute, 2 and 
1, in the final. 

Wannamoisett, since 1962, has 
also hosted the prestigious North¬ 
east Amateur, whose champions 
include recent U.S. Open Cham¬ 
pion Dustin Johnson, who won 
at Wannamoisett in 2007, along 
with other PGA Tour notables 
John Cook, Ben Crenshaw, Luke 
Donald, David Duval, Scott Hoch 
and Hal Sutton. 


While the 2015 boys’ Junior 
PGA Champion, Brad Dalke, is in¬ 
eligible to defend his title (he now 
studies and competes collegiately 
at the University of Oklahoma), 
Elizabeth Wang of San Marino, 
Calif., will be at Wannamoisett 
with the hope of repeating in the 
girls division. 

Wang edged Mariel Galdiano 
in a playoff last year at Miramont 
Country Club in Bryan, Texas. The 
spoils of Wang’s win at Miramont 
last year included an exemption 
in June’s ShopRite LPGA Classic, 
where she not only made the cut, 
but finished in a tie for 31st place 
(73-66-69 - 208) at 5-under par. 

The Junior PGA Champion¬ 
ship’s field includes eight PGA 
Junior Series event champions, 
players from all 41 PGA Sections, 
many of the top players from the 
Golfweek/Sagarin Rankings and 
Polo Golf Rankings, as well as se¬ 
lect national junior tournament 
winners. Nine of the juniors (six 
boys, three girls) playing in the 
Junior PGA Championship hail 
from New England. 

Eight of the top-10 girl finish¬ 
ers last year return to the Junior 
PGA Championship, while 12 of 
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Angela Garvin will compete in the up¬ 
coming Jr. PGA Championship. TURLEY 
PUBLICATIONS PHOTO SUBMITTED 


Belchertown alums wrap 
up great summer season 


By Tim Peterson 

Turley Publications Sports Correspondent 

EAST LONGMEADOW - Even 
though the final outcome didn’t 
go their way, just advancing to 
the semifinals of Pioneer Valley 
Summer Soccer League was an 
outstanding accomplishment for 
the Belchertown Alumni women’s 
soccer team. 

The sixth-seeded Belchertown 
Alumni squad, who only had 11 
players available to play in the 
semifinal match, lost, 5-0, against 
the second-seeded WMass 
Xtremes at East Longmeadow 
High School, last Wednesday 
night. 

“We didn’t have very many girls 
on our team this year, so I’m very 
glad that we were able to make it 
this far,” said Bryanna Veroneau, 
who was the player/coach of the 
Belchertown Alumni squad. “This 
is the third year that we’ve had a 
team in this league and it’s the 
farthest that we’ve ever made it in 
the playoffs.” 

The Belchertown Alumni 
squad, who entered the league 


playoffs with an 8-5 record, de¬ 
feated Here For Beer, 2-1, in the 
quarterfinals. 

“That was just an awesome 
game for us the other night,” Vero¬ 
neau said. “Nobody expected us to 
beat them. It was our biggest win 
of the summer league season.” 

While most of the players 
listed on the Belchertown Alum¬ 
ni roster attended Belchertown 
High School, there were several 
other local soccer players on the 
team. 

“I played soccer with most of 
these girls in high school,” said 
Veroneau, who helped the Lady 
Orioles win two Western Mass, 
titles. “It’s a lot of fun playing with 
them again in the summer.” 

Veroneau, who graduated 
from Belchertown High School 
a couple of years ago, is entering 
her junior year at Assumption 
College in Worcester. Instead of 
being a member of the Assump¬ 
tion women’s soccer team, she’s 
a member of the Greyhounds 
swimming team. 

“I love being a member of the 
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Sports 

Peoples bank fourth straight playoff championship 



Designated hitter Ted Lerud connects for a hit. TURLEY PUBLICATIONS PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELU 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 

gscibelli@turley. com 

SOUTH HADLEY - A veteran team 
knows how to rebound when the chips are 
down and their normal approach to the 
game is not available to them. 

PeoplesBank is that team and has been 
for the past four years. 

Last Thursday night, the Bankers proved 
why they were the top team in the Tri- 
County Baseball League as they captured 
their fourth consecutive playoff champion¬ 
ship, coming back from a Game 1 loss in 
the championship series, to win Game 2 7-2 
and win the decisive Game 3 5-1 Thursday 
night at South Hadley High School. 

Depth and the ability to attract a few new 
players each year to add to the veteran core 
has been the key to championship last year. 
Coach Fred Perry said he was not sure the 
team had everything it needed to reach the 
championship, but was proved right by the 
clutch way his team responded to a 3-1 loss 
at the hand of Easthampton Savings Bank 
on Aug. 1. 

Following a rainout on Tuesday, Aug. 2, 
the Bankers were able to come back and 
scored a 7-2 win behind veteran starting 
pitcher Joe Popielarczyk. 

On Aug. 4, Perry went to team veteran 
Danny Gaines, who pitched a no-hitter in 
last year’s five-inning mercy-rule shortened 
final game. Gaines made it through the 
first five innings and had a 3-1 lead thanks 
to runs scored in the fourth inning by Joe 
Ferry and Tommy Bouvier. 

The two helped get reliever Seth Allen 
some insurance in the bottom of the sixth 
inning when both would reach base with 
one out in the inning. Ferry would get ag¬ 
gressive and attempted to steal third base. 
An errant throw into the outfield would 


allow Ferry to come around and score to 
make it 4-1. 

Bouvier would later come around on a 
single by Dave Clark to make it 5-1. 

Allen got into some trouble and the 
Bankers had three pitchers warming up in 
the bullpen behind him. Allen would get 
the first two outs easily before a pair of er¬ 
rors and a close walk on a 3-2 pitch loaded 
the bases. 

But Allen, who has provided several 
clutch innings in relief this season, was 
able to get out of the jam when the final hit¬ 
ter grounded to Clark to end the ball game. 
Perry praised his team for not getting down 
when the Easthampton Savings Bank 
pitching got tougher as the series went on. 
Peoples has had a dominant offense all sea¬ 
son, and getting held to single digits in runs 
was more the exception than the rule. Perry 
praised Easthampton’s work in the series. 
“They have a very young team that could be 
the future of this team,” said Perry. “But we 
have also been able to draw a few college 
kids to complement our roster.” 

This season, PeoplesBank added start¬ 
ing pitcher Bob Hamel, who pitched very 
well in Game 1 during a tough luck loss. 
Hamel is a graduate of Southwick Regional. 
Seth Sypniak, a graduate of Holyoke High 
School, also joined the team. 

Seth and Sam Allen, both products of 
Central High School, joined mid-season 
last year. Seth Allen received a chance to 
contribute innings on the mound with Nick 
Noblit unavailable for most of the season. 
Allen pitched well in bit situations, includ¬ 
ing a great relief outing against rival St. 
Joe’s. 

Peoples also captured the regular sea¬ 
son championship this season, going 19-1 
during the regular campaign. 



Bob Hamel of Southwick pitches for Peoples¬ 
Bank in Game 1 of the Tri-County Playoff Cham¬ 
pionship Series on Aug. 1. 



Shortstop Ryan Franczek makes the throw to 
first. 
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swimming team at Assumption,” she said. “We’ll be trying 
to win the league championship title for the fourth year in 
a row this year. We just have a great group of girls on the 
swim team and a great head coach. I’ve never been a part 
of a team that’s almost like a big family to me.” 

Veroneau’s favorite swimming event is the 200-yard 
freestyle. Her personal best time in that event is 1 minute, 
57 seconds. She’s also a member of a couple of relay teams. 
She was a member of the Greyhounds 800-yard freestyle 
relay team, which captured the gold medal at the 2015 
Northeast -10 Swimming and Diving Championships with 
a time of 7:41.54. 

“I loved both swimming and playing soccer in high 
school, but I was a much better swimmer,” Veroneau said. 
“It has been a lot of fun swimming in college.” 

The other former Belchertown girls soccer players, who 
played in the PVSSL semifinals, are Jill Cavanaugh, Alyssa 
Lund, Jillian Lund, Alexis Stockwell, Alaina Swift, Macken¬ 
zie Yelle, and Karley Hodge, who currently plays soccer at 
Curry College. 

The two Granby players on the Belchertown Alumni 
roster are Kiley Baran and Megan Bachand, who’s playing 
college soccer at Worcester State University. 

“I played club soccer with Kiley and we’re also good 
friends,” Veroneau said. “I asked her to join this team and 
then she asked Megan to come play with us.” 

The other member of the Belchertown Alumni team, 
who played in the semifinals, was Iman Shehemi, who’s 
from Agawam. 

Veroneau is hoping to add a few more players to the 
summer league roster and she’s also hoping her team can 
make it a little bit farther next year. 



SEND US YOUR SPORTS PHOTOS 


Have you taken photos at a local sports event 
and want to see them published in this paper? 
Email your image(s) with description to: 

dforbes@turley.com or gscibelli@turley.com 


Blue Sox move to Northern Division championship series 


HOLYOKE - It’s a game that’ll go down as a franchise 
defining game, with the Blue Sox overcoming four errors 
in the first four innings to find a way to win, walking off 
against North Adams on a passed ball in the ninth inning 
to secure their first Division Championship series berth in 
six years, 3-2 

Three of the Blue Sox four errors resulted in unearned 
runs against Blue Sox starter Endy Morales - digging them¬ 
selves an early 3-0 hole. As the gloves held steady and the 
bullpen cut the bleeding, the Blue Sox were able to gradu¬ 
ally dig their way into a 2-3 deficit in the ninth inning. 

The winning rally began with a slow grounder to sec¬ 
ond on the part of Cam O’Neill that resulted in the first 
out. As Tennessee center fielder Brodie Leftridge made 
it aboard and a double to right field from Southern New 
Hampshire’s Zack Goldstein moved the runners to second 
and third, Southern California’s C.J. Stubbs stepped up to 
the plate and laid down a push bunt that scored Leftridge 
and evened the game. A wild throw at 1st advaned Gold¬ 
stein to third. 

Then, with runners in scoring positon, Towson RF Mark 
Grunberg stepped in to face North Adams Closer Tanner 
Bird, who blanked the Sox in last night’s game two. It didn’t 
take long, as Bird banged a third pitch fastball into the 


dirt that clanged off Buffalo Catcher Kyle Brennan to plate 
Zack Goldstein for the win in the most unusual of circum¬ 
stances. 

SteepleCats force a Game 3 

The Blue Sox fell short Friday night in their bid to ad¬ 
vance to the Northern Division championship, falling 3-1 
to North Adams in another closely contested game. 

North Adams Ace Braxton Wilkes held the Sox in check 
the majority of the night, throwing 18 of 25 first pitch strikes 
and throwing fewer than 80 pitches. Sox starter Alec Tuohy 
was also strong, going six innings, striking out four, walk¬ 
ing two, and only allowing five hits. 

North Adams’ runs came in the fourth inning on a wild 
pitch that squirted up the third base line, allowing Eddie 
Haus to score. The second came on a lazer beam throw 
from Brodie Leftridge that bounced off the chest of USC 
catcher CJ Stubbs that plated another run. The SteepleCats 
added another in the seventh to conclude their scoring. 

The Sox bats roped four balls to deep centerfield, three 
in the third inning alone that were chased down by North 
Adams center fielder Daniel Holst, three of which were 
spectacular catches. The Sox finally got on the board in the 
eighth and were able to get two or more runners once they 
got Wilkes out of the game. 


NEWS & FEATURES 

As a paper of record, we attempt to cover all general 
news, personality profiles, and community features that 
we know about. This includes all selectmen and school 
committee meetings as well as spot planning board, board 
of health, finance, and other town meetings determined by 
the issue’s relevance to our readers. There are the annual 
major community event features that we should always 
cover, but we are more than open to suggestions of other 
features to celebrate the fabric of our communities and 
their many interesting occupants. Our loyal advertisers 
provide funding for this paid staff coverage. 

For more information on news or community features 
for the Agawam Advertiser News, please email mballway@ 
turley.com. 

-A TURLEY PUBLICATION- 

www.turley.com 
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the leaderboard’s top 20 boys are scheduled to be at Wan- 
namoisett. 

The Junior PGA Championship also provides a final op¬ 
portunity for junior boys and girls to earn exemptions or 
points for September’s Junior Ryder Cup, which will fea¬ 
ture a 12-player United States of America team that will 
compete against a European squad at Interlachen Country 
Club in Edina, Minn. 

The girls’ field will include Angela Garvin of Feeding 
Hills, Mass., who has been making noise throughout the 
region with recent performances. 

She won the qualifier for the USGA Girls Championship 
with a 74 at Foxboro Country Club, has won the MIAA girls 
state championship, and placed second at the Liberty Na¬ 
tional Challenge cup event in New Jersey, the site of this 
year’s President’s Cup match. 

Garvin is a member of the Agawam High School varsity 
golf team. She competed in several matches last year and 
will undoubtedly be poised for another great season with 
the Brownies as a sophomore. 


Please recycle this newspaper 
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Classifieds 


Pig ^ | 


Turley Publications / Community Marketplace 4 www.turley.com 4 Call us toll free at 1-800-824-6548 

For Sale I Miscellaneous ■ Wanted To Buy 




2007 36' RV - 

1 Owner, No Pets - Like new. If 
you like camping you will love this 
RV. Asking 15K Must see to 
believe. This is a great deal. By 
appointment only. Call 413-391- 
0944. Leave message 

ANTIQUE AND PERIOD chairs - 
Restored with new woven seats - 
Many styles and weaves available. 
Call (413)267-9680. 

CONTENTS OF WOODWORK 

shop, lumber, tools, machinery. 
Call for prices. (413)533-3577. 

LARGE DOLL COLLECTION, 

some very old. Bisque, porcelain, 
wood, cloth and wax. Also display 
case, Dollhouse and carriage, etc. 

(413)323-5730. 


Estate Sale 


LUDLOW- 45 FOX Hill RD/Multi- 
family moving sale. Many 
household items, which include 
furniture, crystal and much more, 
Hutches, dressers, pantry cabinet 
just to name a few. Rain/shine 
Friday 8/12- Saturday 8/13, 9-4 

YARD SALE. EVERYTHING 

fishing including boats to fishing 
Poles. Aug 13th & 14th from 8am 
to 4pm, at 262 West St. in Ludlow. 


ETHAN ALLEN DINING Room, 
End Tables, Coffee Table, Lazy 
Boy Sofa, Love seat, Bamboo 
Glass Kitchen Set, LG Washer, 
Dryer, Misc. Items. 8/13-8/14 9AM 
to 2PM 154 Woodbridge St. South 
Hadley. 


Antiques 


EASY STREET ANTIQUES. 

Buying one item or entire estates, 
glassware, pottery, crystal, 
jewelry, coins, watches, military, 
toys, lego's, hunting, fishing, 
stringed instruments, tools and 
more. Call today (413)626-8603. 
www.ezantiques.com 


Firewood 


!!!IFRESH CUT FIREWOOD!!!! 

Over a cord guaranteed. Cut, split, 
prompt delivery. Call D & D 
Cordwood (413)348-4326. 

1-1/2 YEAR SEASONED OAK/ 
HARDWOODS. Cut, split, 
delivered. 2, 3 & 4 cord loads. R.T. 
Smart & Sons 1-413-267-3827 
www.rtsmartwood.com. 

FIREWOOD 

Fresh cut & split $165.00. 
Seasoned cut & split $225.00 
All hardwood. 

Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). 
Quality & volumes guaranteed!! 
New England Forest Products 
(413)477-0083. 


Want it! 
Find it! 
Buy it! 
Sell it! 
Love it! 
Drive it! 



READ IT!!! 


14 Weekly Newspapers 
Serving 50 Local Communities 


Firewood 


Please Recycle This Newspaper 


LOG LENGTH FIREWOOD for 

sale. 7-8 cords delivered. $750.00 
delivered locally. Pricing subject to 
change. Seasoned firewood loose 
or stacked on pallets and 
delivered. 

Also specialize in Heat 
Treatment Certified Kiln Dried 
bundled firewood, kindling and 
grilling wood perfect for campfires 
and brick oven restaurants. 
Wholesale inquiries welcome. Call 
1-800-373-4500 


Miscellaneous 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The 

nation’s largest senior living 
referral service. Contact our 
trusted, local experts today! Our 
service is free/ no obligation. Call 

(800)417-0524. 

LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help fast! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can’t 
reach a phone! Free brochure. 
Call (800)457-1917. 


LUNG CANCER? AND 60 years 
old? If so, you and your family 
may be entitled to a significant 
cash award. Call (800)364-0517 to 
learn more. No risk. No money out 
of pocket. 

PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, 

service or business to 1.7 million 
households throughout New 
England. Reach 4 million potential 
readers quickly and inexpensively 
with great results. Use the Buy 
New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds@turley.com. Do they 
work? You are reading one of our 
ads now!! Visit our website to see 
where your ads run 
communitypapersne.com 


Wanted 


OLD CARPENTER TOOLS 

wanted. Planes, chisels, saws, 
levels, etc. Call Ken 413-433- 
2195. Keep your vintage tools 
working and get MONEY. 

WANTED ANTIQUES & 
COLLECTIBLES Furniture, 
Advertising signs, Toys, Dolls, 
Trains, Crocks & Jugs, Musical 
Instruments, Sterling Silver & 
Gold, Coins, Jewelry, Books, 
Primitives, Vintage Clothing, 
Military items, Old Lamps. 
Anything old. Contents of attics, 
barns and homes. One item or 
complete estate. Call (413)267- 
3786 or (413)539-1472 Ask for 
Frank. WE PAY FAIR 
PRICES!!! 


Wanted To Buy 


WANTED COSTUME JEWELRY, 

gold and silver, furs. Please call 
for more information or text 

(413)512-3714. 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


or VISIT WWW.TURLEY.COM 
TO PLACE YOUR AD 


CATEGORY: 


DEADLINES: QUABBIN & SUBURBAN - FRIDAY AT NOON 
HILLTOWNS - MONDAY AT NOON 


Quabbin — 

Village Hills h 

Circulation: L 










5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

on Base Price 

$26.00 

21 Base Price 

$26.50 

22 Base Price 

$27.00 

23 Base Pr <ce 

$27.50 

24 Base Price 

$28.00 


50,500 







Hilltowns 

Circulation: 9,800 

Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50$ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 
or add $15 to run in 
ALL THREE ZONES. 


Suburban 

Residential 

Circulation: 

59,000 


Number of Weeks:_ 


_State:_Zip:_ 

X per week rate = $_ 


□ MasterCard QVISA □ Discover □ Cash 


First ZONE base price_ 

Add a second ZONE $ 10.00 

Add a third ZONE s 5.00 

Subtotal_ 

x Number of Weeks_ 

TOTAL Enclosed_ 


Run my ad in the 
following ZONE(s): 


Amount of charge: 


NEW ENGLAND ESTATE 
PICKERS IN THE OLD 
MONSON LANES BOWLING 
ALLEY. 

BUYING NOW! 

ALL ANTIQUES AND 
COLLECTIBLES 

COMPLETE ESTATES 
SETTLED! 
(413)267-3729 

TOP DOLLAR ON THE SPOT 
FOR ALL GOLD AND SILVER 
ITEMS, JEWELRY, COINS, 
SILVERWARE, ETC! 

Items to include: old 

advertising signs of all 

subject matters! Furniture, 
toys, trains, pedal cars, 
model car kits from the 70’s, 
old fishing items, military 

items, sports stuff, old 
paintings, books, coin 

operated Coca Cola pinball 
machines, etc. comic books, 
postcards, magazines, old 
letterman jackets, musical 
instruments, microscopes, 
binoculars, old bicycles, 

motorcycles, vintage 

automobiles! WE PURCHASE 
CONTENTS OF BARNS, 
GARAGES, ATTICS, 

BASEMENTS! LET US DO 
THE WORK AND YOU GET 
PAID! 

SIMPLY BRING YOUR 

ITEMS IN FOR A FREE 

EVALUATION AND OR 
CASH OFFER! 

THURSDAY - SUNDAY 
10:00-5:00 

HONEST COURTEOUS 
SERVICE!!! 

64 MAIN ST. (RTE. 32), 
MONSON, MA 


Services 



******** A A CALL _ haul IT 

A |^l^******** 

Bulk trash removal, cleanouts, 
10% discount with this ad. Free 
Est. (413)596-7286 


A B Hauling and 
Removal Service I 


*******A & B household 

REMOVAL SERVICE******* 

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, 
yard debris. Barns, sheds, 
demolished. Swimming pools 
removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. 
Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)267-3353, cell (413)222- 
8868. 


Pi 

4 








u K 




OUR CLASSIFIEDS ARE ONLINE 24/7 AND REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 


A CALL WE HAUL 
WE TAKE IT ALL 
WE LOAD IT ALL 

Lowest Rates, 

accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services 

10% disc, with this ad. 

All Major CC's 

CALL NOW (413)531-1936 
WWW.ACALLWEHAUL.COM 

HANDYMAN SERVICES 

One call does it all 
High Lift Service, 
Remodeling, 

Roof Repairs, 
Excavating 

Fully insured. Free estimates. 
Reasonable rates 
www.rlhenterprises.net 

(413)668-6685. 
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Buzzin'K Town ** Town 


Classifieds 



Turley Publications / Community Marketplace 


Call us toll free at 1-800-824-6548 


Services 



ACE CHIMNEY SWEEPS. 

Cleanings, inspections, repairs, 
caps, liners, waterproofing, 
rebuilds. Gutterbrush Installations. 
Local family owned since 1986. 
HIC #118355. Fully insured. 
(413)547-8500. 


BILODEAU AND SON Roofing. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs 
and repairs. Gutter cleanings and 
repairs. Licensed/ insured. Call 

(413)967-6679. 


BOB ROBILLARD’S ODD JOB 
SERVICE, Rubbish removal, 
attics, cellars, garages cleaned. 
Light moving. Call someone you 
know. (413)537-5090 


BULK CLEAN OUTS / JUNK 
REMOVAL Do you have trash and 
junk to be removed? Call Dan @ 
413-348-5839. Free estimates, 
Insured. CLEANING CREW 
CORP. 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & 

refinishing - cane, fiber rush & 
splint - Classroom instructor, 20+ 
years experience. Call Walt at 
(413)267-9680 for estimate. 



ROOFING ▼ SIDING 


COMPLETE ROOFING 

SERVICES: SHINGLE, METAL, 
FLAT AND SLATE 

REPLACEMENT AND REPAIRS. 
ROOF SHAMPOO SERVICE, 
GUTTERS AND COVERS. ALSO 
CONTACT US FOR YOUR VINYL 
SIDING NEEDS AND 
SKYLIGHTS. VISIT 

WWW.1800NEWROOF.NET OR 
CALL 1800NEWROOF 


DRIVEWAYS, OIL AND STONE, 

durable but inexpensive. Choice of 
colors, also driveway repair and 
trucking available. Fill/ Loam/ 
Gravel. Call J. Fillion Liquid 
Asphalt (413)668-6192. 


DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, 

plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All 
ceiling textures. Fully insured. 
Jason at Great Walls. 

(413)563-0487 


DUMP RUNS: CLEANOUTS, 

furniture, metal, appliances, wood, 
junk etc. From homes and 
businesses. Free estimates. 

(866)559-5984 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 
years experience. References. Lie 
#086220. Please call Kevin 978- 
355-6864. 


PLUMBER - LICENSED AND 

experienced. Fair prices, No travel 
charge. Call Ron (413)323-5897. 



WE RENOVATE, SELL & 
PURCHASE (any condition) horse 
drawn vehicles such as sleighs, 
carriages, surreys, wagons, dr’s 
buggies, driveable or lawn 
ornaments. Some furniture and 
other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. 
Quality workmanship. Call 
(413)213-0373 for estimate and 
information. 

Demers & Sons 

Belchertown, MA 


Appliances 


COLEMAN APPLIANCE 

SERVICE. Servicing all makes 
and models of washers, dryers, 
refrigerators, stoves, dishwashers, 
air conditioners. Also dryer vent 
cleaning. (413)536-0034. 


Carpentry 


HOUSE 

REPAIRS, CAR- 

PENTRY, 

wood & alum, trim, 

doors, 

etc. 30+ years exp., 

insured. 

Jim (413)219-3355 


Child Services 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone 
advertising caring of children must 
list a license number to do so if 
they offer this service in their own 
home. 


Computer Services 


COMPUTERS SHOULDN’T BE 

frustrating or frightening. I’ll come 
to you. Upgrades, troubleshooting, 
set-up, tutoring. Other electronics 
too. Call Monique (413)237-1035. 


Electrician 


BILL CAMERLIN. ADDITIONS, 

service changes, small jobs for 
homeowners, fire alarms. Fast, 
dependable, reasonable rates. 
Insured, free estimates. E280333. 
24 hour emergency service. 
(413)427-5862. 

DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs 
deicing cables. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Scott Winters 
electrician Lie. #13514-B Call 
(413)244-7096. 

JAMES FERRIS: LICENSE 

#E16303. Free estimates. Senior 
Discounts. Insured. 40 years 
experience. No job too small. Cell 

(413)330-3682. 


Finance 


SELL YOUR STRUCTURED 

settlement or annuity payments for 
cash now. You don’t have to wait 
for your future payments any 
longer! Call (800)938-8092. 


Heating & Air Cond. 


AIR CONDITIONING- 

AFFORDABLE, professional 
service & repair on all brands, 
central a/c & mini split systems. 
Tony’s Heating & Cooling Service 
(413)221-7073 
tonysheatcool@gmail.com 


Home Improvement 


ACO 

MASONRY, HEATING & 

AIR CONDITIONING 

All types of masonry work. 
Chimney repair, tile work, stucco, 
stone, brick, block, concrete, 
flat work, pavers, retaining walls. 
Heating & Air Conditioning 
Service & Installation 
Furnaces, Sheet Metal 
Power Washing 
Licensed & Insured 
Commercial & Residential 
Free Estimates 
Competitive Rates 
Call Adam Ouimette 
413-374-7779 

C-D HOME IMPROVEMENT. 1 

Call for all your needs. Windows, 
siding, roofs, additions, decks, 
baths, hardwood floors, painting. 
All work 100% guaranteed. 
Licensed and insured. Call Bob 
(413)596-8807 Cell CS Lie. 
#97110, HIC Lie #162905 

CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 

Kitchen, bath, foyers. References. 
Lie #086220. Please call Kevin 

(978)355-6864. 

COMPLETE HOME 

REMODELING, Design Build 
Additions, Kitchens, Baths, Decks, 
Siding, Doors, Windows, Painting, 
Repairs, Licensed & Insured, Call 
Dave With All Your Remodeling 
Needs. 413-433-0013 

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. 

REMODELING. Kitchens, baths. 
Ceramic tile, windows, painting, 
wallpapering, textured ceilings, 
siding, additions. Insurance work. 
Fully insured. Free estimates. 413- 
246-2783 Ron. 


Home Improvement 


DELREO HOME IMPROVEMENT 

for all your exterior home 
improvement needs. ROOFING, 
SIDING, WINDOWS, DOORS, 
DECKS & GUTTERS. Extensive 
references available, Fully 
Licensed & Insured in MA. & CT. 
Call GARY DELCAMP @ 413- 
569-3733 

DW HOME IMPROVEMENT 

painting, powerwashing, Clean¬ 
ups, clean-outs- most cases free. 
Carpentry, siding and handy man 
for hire. Fully insured. Free 
Estimates (413)283-6826. 

LADIES RENOVATION LLC 

designing and installing new 
decks, kitchens, bathrooms, and 
stone veneer work. Please call 

(413)387-8609. 

WATER DAMAGE 
-CALL JAY (413)436-5782- 
FOR REPAIRS 

Complete Drywall Service. 
Finishing, Painting, Ceilings 
(Smooth or Textured). 39 years 
experience. Fully insured 


Garage Door Serv. 


MENARD GARAGE DOORS 

Authorized Raynor dealer 
specializing in sales, installation 
service and repairs of residential 
and light commercial overhead 
garage doors and openers. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. Call 
(413)289-6550 or 
www.menardgaragedoors.com 


House Cleaning 


TORNADO CLEANING SERVICE 

Reasonable rates. Free estimates. 
Bi-weekly openings. (413)589- 
9210. 


Instruction 


TRUCK DRIVERS 
NEEDED 

A & B CDL CLASSES + BUS 
Chicopee, Ma (413)592-1500 
UNITED TRACTOR TRAILER 
SCHOOL 
Unitedcdl.com 


Landscaping 


**ALL SEASON** Specializing 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, 
deliveries, loader, backhoe, 
insured. Professional. Please call 

Bob (413)537-5789 (413)538- 

7954. 

*RICK BERGERON 
LAWN CARE 

Shrub Trimming 
Mowing & Landscaping 
Loader and Backhoe 
Trucking 

Over 30 yrs. in business 
All Calls Returned 
413-283-3192 
TRACTOR FOR HIRE 

•Backhoe/loader 
•Light excavation 
•Brushhogging/field mowing 
•Cheaper than renting 
SCREENED LOAM 
•Special- Delivered/Spread $30/yd 
(18 yd minimum) 

(413)530-0256 


Landscaping 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 

TREE SERVICE 

Full Service Property Maintenance 
Bobcat & Chipper Service 
Tree, Brush, Shrub, 

Stump Grinding 
Fully Insured 

Competition Doesn’t Cut It! 

413-636-5957 

DAVE’S LAWN AND GARDEN 

Mulch and decorative stone 
application, aeration, full service 
property maintenance, shrub 
trimming, brush chipping, skid 
steer service. We do it all. Call 
today to get 15% off your next 
project. We also offer a Senior 
Citizen discount. Certified and 
insured. Call Dave at (413)478- 
4212 for your free estimate. 

IMMACULATE LAWN CARE 

• Mowing & Trimming 

• Spring & Fall Clean-up 

• Tree Trimming & Removal 

• Pruning/ Planting 

• Drainage 

• Mulch & Stone 

• Aeration 

• De-Thatching 

• Hauling/ Removal 

Free Estimates. 

Call Josh (413)668-7020 


Pools 


ABC POOL LICENSED & 

Insured. All types of pool & spa 
service. Open 7 days, 7 to 7. Mark 
Kirk, owner (413)531-4192 

AFFORDABLE POOL 

CLOSINGS, covers, chemicals, 
accessories, cover pumping, tear 
downs, filter cleaning/ repairs. Call 
LaRue (413)583-7890 


Masonry 


ABC MASONRY & Basement 
Waterproofing All brick, block, 
stone, concrete. Hatchway doors, 
basement windows, chimneys 
rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing 
systems, sump pumps. BBB+ 
rating. Free estimates. Lie #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374- 

5377 

ART’S CHIMNEY SERVICE For 

over 30 years providing quality 
craftmanship. Repairs, rebuilds, 
new construction, walkways & 
patios. Call Art (413)886-7985 
Free estimates, Licensed, Insured. 


Painting 


ACTION PAINTING INTERIOR 

specialist from ceilings to floors. 
No job too small. Neat, clean, 
professional. Over 30 yrs 
experience. (413)537-6423. 

FORBES & SONS PAINTING & 
STAINING, LLC Interior/ exterior 
restorations, residential/ 

commercial/ new constructions. 
Carpentry, flooring, tile, wallpaper 
removal, drywall, plaster, deck 
restorations, Owner operated 
since 1985. Free estimates. 
Insured. (413)887-1987 
www.forbesandsonspainting.com 


^M’ngate 

=at — 

SOUTH 

HADLEY 

Skilled Nursing and Rehabilitation 


Nurse Supervisor 


3pm - 11pm 


Interested candidates, please apply online at: 

www.wingatehealthcare.com 


WINGATE AT SOUTH HADLEY 

573 Granby Road • South Hadley, MA 01075 
Tel: (413) 532-2200 • Fax: (413) 534-8796 

wingatehealthcare.com 

An equal opportunity employer. 


Painting 


KEN’S PAINTING SERVICES 

Interior/exterior painting 
and staining, wallpaper removal 
and repairs, quality products and 
workmanship. Fully insured. 
Free estimates. 
(413)896-8264. 
www.kenspainting.tech 

QUABBIN PAINTING INTERIOR/ 
EXTERIOR PAINTING, 

handyman, house and deck 
powerwashing, deck staining, 
gutters cleaned. Prompt 
professional service. Fully insured. 
Call 413-323-6425 
gershemtebah2@yahoo.com 


Plumbing 


GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 

& Heating. Lie #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water 
heater installations, steam/HW 
boiler replacement. Kitchen & Bath 
remodeling. 30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With 
Work Performed. Call Greg 
(413)592-1505. 

LINC’S PLUMBING LIC #J27222 
Scheduling Replacement 
Heating Systems Now 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 


Roofing 


FREE ROOF INSPECTIONS. ALL 
TYPES OF ROOFING, shingle, 
flat and slate. Call Local Builders 
(413)626-5296. Complete roofing 
systems and repairs. Fully 
licensed and insured. MA CS 
#102453, CT Reg. 0615780. 
Lifetime warranty. Senior 
Discount. 24 hour service. 

SKY-TECH ROOFING, INC. 25 

years experience. Commercial, 
residential. Insured. Shingles, 
single-ply systems. Tar/ gravel, 
slate repairs. 24 hour Emergency 
Repairs. (413)536-3279, 

(413)348-9568, (413)204-4841. 


Tree Work 


AFFORDABLE STUMP 

GRINDING. Fast, dependable 
service. Free estimates. Fully 
insured. Call Joe Sablack. 1-413- 
436-9821 Cell 1-413-537-7994 


ATEKS TREE- HONEST, quality 
tree service. From pruning to 
house lot clearing. Fully insured. 
Free estimates. Firewood sales. 

(413)687-3220. 

DL & G TREE SERVICE- 

Everything from tree pruning, tree 
removal, stump grinding, storm 
damage, lot clearing and brush 
chipping. Honest and Dependable. 
Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran 
discount. Call today for free 
estimate (413)478-4212. 


Tree Work 


WILLOW TREE SERVICE 30+ yrs 

experience. Free estimates. Fully 
insured. Removals, pruning, storm 
damage. Serving Westfield and 
surrounding areas. 

(413)569-3383 (413)214-2779 
Veterans and Senior Citizen’s 
discount.. 


Pets 


RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
spayed/neutered, wormed, 
shots, heartworm tested, 
teeth cleaned 

Make a Fast Friend! 

Greyhound Options Inc. 
Call Mary at 413-566-3129 
or Claire at 413-967-9088 
or go to 

www.greyhoundoptions.org 


Horses 


BELCHERTOWN BLACK OAK 
FARM. Learn to ride. Fun, relaxed 
atmosphere. Openings available 
ages 7 & up. No experience 
necessary. Specializing in 
beginners. MA Licensed instructor. 
(413)530-8100. 

HORSEBACK RIDING LESSONS 

offered year round at our state of 
the art facility. Beginner to 
advanced. Ages 4 years to adult. 
Boarding, sales and leasing also 
available. Convenient location at 
Orion Farm in South Hadley. 
(413)532-9753 
www.orionfarm.net 


Help Wanted 


DANA’S GRILLROOM now hiring 
experienced bartenders and 
waitstaff. Weekends a must. Apply 
in person 2343 Boston Road, 
Wilbraham. (413)599-1846 

DRIVERS: $2,500 SIGN-ON 

Bonus! Home Every Weekend! 
Great Pay & Benefits! CDL-A, 1 yr 
Exp. Req. Estenson Logistics 
Apply: www.aoelc.com 1-855- 

416-8511 


FOSTER CARE: 

You can help change 
someone’s life. 

Provide a safe home for 
children and teens who have 
been abused or neglected. 

Call Devereux Therapeutic 
Foster Care 
413-734-2493. 


LABORER NEEDED for seasonal 
construction type work installing 
chain link fences. Must be hard 
worker, non-smoker, and drug 
free. Must have vehicle and 
license. $13-$15/ hr. to start. Call 
Rick (413)787-9997. 


M©nt Marie 

REHABILITATION & HEALTHCARE CENTER 

Marquis Health Services is HIRING 
in Holyoke, MA! 

Mont Marie Rehabilitation 
and Healthcare Center 

is actively seeking licensed 
CNA, LPN and RN candidates 
to join our family of skilled nursing 
professionals, offering up to 
$1,500 in sign-on bonuses 
for new hires, competitive 
compensation and benefits. 
Apply today! 

Visit us online at www.mhslp.com. 
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Help Wanted | Help Wanted H Real Estate H Mobile Homes H For Rent H Vacation Rentals 


MAINTENANCE 

TECHNICIAN/CUSTODIAN: THE 

Town of Granby is seeking a 
maintenance technician/custodian. 
Position is full-time 40 hours per 
week. Compensation is at an 
hourly rate in accordance with the 
Town’s Compensation plan. EEO. 
Application and job description are 
available from the Board of 
Selectmen’s Office. Applications 
are due by August 26, 2016 in the 
Board of Selectmen’s Office, 
Senior Center, 10-B W State 
Street, Granby, MA 01033. 

NEW AND EXCITING Bar & Grille 
opening soon in Wilbraham. Now 
hiring for all positions. Minimum 1- 
2 years experience required for all 
bartenders and servers. In 
addition we need dishwashers, 
kitchen prep works and clean-up 
staff. Forward all resumes to 
lbongiorni@charter.net or call 
(413)519-5239 for interview 


^DRII POOL 

TRANSPORTATION 


PART TIME DRIVERS and 

Monitors needed for growing 
School Van Company in your 
area. Earn $14-$16/hour based 
on your experience. Paid training, 
7D license bonus, first time 
physicals paid! No weekends! M- 
F split shifts, 4-6 hours a day. Van 
stays at home with you so you 
start and end your day from your 
home. Please call Kelly at 413- 
599-1616 to learn more. EEO 



VISITING ANGELS HOME 
CARE 

ATTENTION 

CAREGIVERS!! 

Positions Now Available for 
Experienced Caregivers/ 
Flome Health Aides/ Nursing 
Students - Local Flome Care 
Positions Available. 
$13.00 per hour 
Weekdays, Weekends, 
Evenings, Overnights. 
(413)733-6900 or send 
resume to: 

hgobeil@comcast.net 


Health Care 


GOT KNEE PAIN? Back Pain? 
Shoulder Pain? Get a pain- 
relieving brace at little or no cost 
to you. Medicare Patients, call 
Health Hotline now! (800)279- 
6038. 


Find Your 
New 

Apartment 


in our 


Classifieds!! 



Gmuifc 


TOOMEY-LOVETT 
109 West St. 

Ware, MA 01082 
www.Century21ToomeyLovett.com 

Ware: 

413-967-6326 
800-486-2121 
West Brookfield: 
508-867-7064 

WARE: 2 acres, privacy on dead 
end street, 8 rms., 4 bdrms, 1 full 
bath, garage and small barn 
$169,500. 

Our inventory is LOW! 

LOOKING FOR 
SINGLE FAMILY HOMES 

If you want your home 
sold this year, call us 
for a free Market Analysis!!! 


m 




Mobile Home for sale in 55+ 

community. Pine Valley Plantation 
in Belchertown. 2 Bed, 1 Bath 
1977 home. Approx. 800 sq.ft. 
Plas shed, screen porch, central 
air, and carport. New carpeting in 
two rooms. Comes with washer, 
dryer, stove and refrigerator. New 
Kerosene tank. Newer furnace 
and water heater as well. 
(413)283-6759 


For Rent 


(=1 

EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal 
Fair Plousing Act, which makes it 


Dorrinda 


illegal to 

advertise 

“any 

O’Keef e-Shea 

978-434-1990 

preference, 

limitation, 

or 

Jill Stolgitis 

413-477-8780 

discrimination 1 

because of 

race, 

Mary Hicks 

508-612-4794 

color, religion, 

sex, handicap, 

Alan Varnum 

508-867-2727 

familial status, 

or national 

origin, 

Bruce Martin 

508-523-0114 

or intention to 

make any 

such 

Joe Chenevert 

508-331-9031 

preference, 

limitation, 

or 

Michael 


discrimination.” 

We will 

not 

McQueston 

508-362-0533 

knowingly accept any advertising 


re 


Lot For Sale 


WOODRIDGE ROAD, MONSON, 

lot near end of dead-end street, 
abutting town protected land. 
Town water and sewer. $59,000. 

(413)519-0432. 


Mobile Homes 


MONSON PALMER LINE- Well 
kept, spacious 2 bedrooms, 
14’x60’, breakfast bar, cathedral 
ceilings, utility room, new carpet 

$49,500,413-593-9961 

DASAP.MHVILLAGE.COM 


for real estate which is in violation 
of the law. All persons are hereby 
informed that all dwellings 
advertised are available on an 
equal opportunity basis. 






All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 

This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 


ST. MAARTEN ON the beach. 
Available 2/18-2/25/17. 2 bedroom 
plus sofabed, 2 full baths $1,800. 
Call (413)786-8666 

royalislanderclublaplage.com for 
pictures 

WARM WEATHER IS year round 
in Aruba. The water is safe, and 
the dining is fantastic. Walk out to 
the beach. 3-bedroom weeks 
available. Sleeps 8. $3500. Email: 
carolaction@aol.com for more 
information. 


Autos Wanted 


$$$ AUTOS WANTED TOP Dollar 
paid for your unwanted cars, 
trucks, vans, big and small, 
running or not. Call 413-534-5400. 

CASH FOR CARS: We buy any 

condition vehicle, 2002 and newer. 
Nation’s top car buyer! Free 
towing from anywhere! Call 

(888)553-8647. 


ABSOLUTE REAL ESTATE AUCTION 

Will be Sold to Highest Bidder Regardless of Price 

I 82 W. Cummington Rd., Cummington, MA j 



LOT 5: TWO HOMES 
& approx. 33 acre 

Both Lots 
New Perk Test 

Main House: approx. 1488 sq ft living 
area, 2 floors, Additional Small House 

LOT 7: 30* x 60* BARN 
& approx. 12 acres 

Built in 1980s, Main Level w/2 Garage 
Doors, Full 2nd Floor, Basement Access 
by 3 Garage Doors, Land Partially 
Farmed (corn), Borders Westfield River 



AUCTION DATE: SAT., AUG. 27TH, 1PM ON LOCATION 

OPEN HOUSE PREVIEW SATURDAY, August 13th 

11 AM to 1 PM or By Appointment 

WWW.LUJOHNS.COM 


LUJOHNS AUCTION GROUP, LLC 

MA LIC #110 JOHN ECONOMOU, CAI 

1.800.243.4420 OR 1.413.822.2407 


Please Recycle This Newspaper 


Reaching our online readers and homes in 
50 local communities every week. 

O ur publications _ 1 . 
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AGAWAM 
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Barre, MA 01005 
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24 Water Street 
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Find quick links to our newspaper web sites at www.newspapers.turley.com - Many are also on 


Deadlines: 

The deadline for all print classified 
ads in the Quabbin and Suburban 
Zones is Friday at noon for publication 
the following week. The deadline 
for the Hill Towns Zone is Monday at 
noon. All online ads will be published 
for 7 days including the corresponding 
print editions. 

Turle ya 

Publications, Inc 

www.turley.com 


Email: classifieds@turley.com 

©Turley Publications, Inc, and NewsCycle 
Solutions. 
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Our Town 



RIGHT: Agawam resident 
Johanna Searles joined Ko- 
rey Bruno, female vocalist 
and keyboardist for Cory & 
the Knightsmen, during the 
SummerFest free concert at 
School Street Park on Aug. 2. 


As dusk fell, the band Cory & the Knightsmen took to the stage at the Darcy B. 
Davis Jr. Band Shell. TURLEY PUBLICATIONS PHOTOS BY MIKE LYDICK 


Gary Musotti of Westfield and his grandson Andrew Searles, 1, Many people who came to National Night Out stayed late at School Street Park to catch a free performance by a local band, Cory & the 
listen to the music. Knightsmen. 


Ace Hardware ranked 

SPRINGFIELD — Rocky’s Ace Hardware recently 
announced that its national brand, Ace Hardware, 
has been ranked “Highest in Customer Satisfaction 
among Home Improvement Retail Stores” for the 
tenth year in a row by J.D. Power and Associates. 

Rocky’s operates 35 Ace stores in Massachu¬ 
setts, Connecticut, New Hampshire, Rhode Island, 
Maine and Florida, including one at 10 Springfield 
St., Agawam. 

The J.D. Power study is based on responses from 
nearly 2,995 consumers who purchased home im¬ 
provement products or services in the previous 12 
months. Ace Hardware ranked highest among ma¬ 
jor retailers with an overall satisfaction index score 
of 810 on a 1,000-point scale. According to consum¬ 
ers, Ace performs particularly well in the categories 
of staff and service, as well as store facility. 

The score is based on performance in five areas: 
merchandise, price, sales and promotions, staff 
and service, and store facility. Ace has captured 
this ranking every year since J. D. Power began sur¬ 
veying the home improvement industry. 

“Given the impressive list of retailers with which 
we compete, in no way do we take our tenth con¬ 
secutive J.D. Power award for granted,” said John 
Venhuizen, president and CEO of Ace Hardware 
Corp. “My grateful and sincere thanks go to the 
consumers who have honored us with this award, 
the Ace team who never ceases to amaze me and 
most importantly, our frontline, red-vested heroes 
who so passionately serve our customers.” 

Rocky’s Ace Hardware, a family-owned business 


1st by J.D. Power 

founded in 1926, is based in Springfield. 

“I am proud that our store team members have 
accomplished this kind of consecutive consistency 
and excellence for the 10th year in a row,” said Roc- 
co Falcone II, president and CEO. “Our mission is 
to be the hardware store of choice in the markets 
we serve; this award recognizes our past achieve¬ 
ments and helps us strive to earn the ranking in 
future years. As we celebrate our 90th year in busi¬ 
ness, I sincerely thank our loyal customers, as with¬ 
out them, none of this would be possible.” 

For more information on Rocky’s Ace Hardware, 
visit rockys.com. For more information on the J.D. 
Power study, visitjdpower.com. 

Resident joins staff at 
Amber Scene Clean 

HOLYOKE — Amber Scene Clean in Holyoke 
has announced that Benjamin Fish, of Agawam, 
has been named its new environmental analyst and 
compliance specialist. 

Fish holds a Bachelor of Science degree in envi¬ 
ronmental science, and previously worked for the 
Massachusetts Department of Environmental Pro¬ 
tection. His addition to Amber Scene Clean will in¬ 
troduce the company to new techniques in the field 
of environmental remediation, expand response 
proximity, and expedite the mitigation of spills in 
its expanding area of operation. 


Lioness aids scholars 



The Agawam Lioness Club awarded three scholarships to graduating Aga¬ 
wam students in the amount of $1,000 each.They are, seated from left, Sa- 
matha Swistak, Alexis Price and Victoria Thomas. Agawam Lioness Club 
members, back row from left, Bernadine Fortunato and Mickey Bandarra 
made the presentation. The scholarship money was raised through fund¬ 
raisers such as trips to Mohegan Sun Casino, bake sales and special dona¬ 
tions. SUBMITTED PHOTO 


NOTICE 

ERRORS: Each advertis¬ 
er is requested to check 
their advertisement the 
first time it appears. 
This paper will not be 
responsible for more 
than one corrected in¬ 
sertion, nor will be li¬ 
able for any error in 
an advertisement to a 
greater extent than the 
cost of the space occu¬ 
pied by the item in the 
advertisement. 
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Scoops for troops 

The GFWC Agawam Junior Women’s 
Club members recently hosted an Ice 
Cream Social for veterans at the Holy¬ 
oke Soldiers’ Home. Seven club mem¬ 
bers and two mini-helpers scooped 
more than 100 bowls of ice cream 
which were topped off with chocolate 
sauce, whipped cream, sprinkles and 
a cherry and socialized with the men 
and women who came out for this eve¬ 
ning of fun and friendship. To find out 
more about what the Agawam Juniors 
do or to attend a meeting, call Sarah at 
719-651-3679. SUBMITTED PHOTO 


Pub crawl to benefit 
St. Pat’s Committee 

The first Agawam St. Patrick’s Committee “Half¬ 
way to St. Patrick’s Day Pub Crawl” will take place 
Saturday, Sept. 17. 

Tickets are $35 per person. Stops will be made 
at the American Legion, Murphy’s Pub, Kaptain 
Jimmy’s, the Still, the Scoreboard and the Bucca¬ 
neer, all in Agawam. It will begin at 2:30 p.m. and 
will include live music, an ASPC Pub Crawl T-shirt, 
food, and surprise gifts from participating bars. 

All proceeds will support the 2017 Agawam St. 
Patrick’s Day Colleen float. For tickets, contact 
Laurie O’Connell at 413-519-1071 or Laurie822@ 
comcast.net; Nicole Bertera at 413-537-4022, Kai- 
tlyn O’Connell at 413-262-5772, Doug Reed at 413- 
478-3154 or Laurie Wright at 413-237-2205. 


► 

► 



Heritage Woods 

Assisted Living Community 
Genesis Healthcare™ 



Did you know we offer: 


• Private Apartments 

• Personal Care Assistance 

including medication management 

• Three Daily Meals 

• Housekeeping 


• Transportation to Medical Appointments 

• Memory Care 

• Respite Care 

• On-Site Dialysis 

• On-Site Therapy 


We have 
immediate 
availability. 


OPEN HOUSE 

Sat., August 20, 9-lpm 


Heritage Woods Senior Living Community 

462 Main Street, Agawam, MA • (413) 789-8332 
www.genesishcc.com/heritagewoods 

















